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Meetings are held in Boroughbridge Library Jubilee Suite at 7.30  

All welcome: members free; visitors and guests£3.00  
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Summer Programme 

Tuesday, 8th May   

 The First Zeppelin Attack on  a District of York   

Dick Hunter  

Tuesday, 12th June    

Writers and Writing in the First World War  

Isobel Stirk                    

Tuesday, 10th July     

English Hymn Tunes and Their Origins  

David Bellwood     

 

 

 



 

 

Welcome to the Summer Newsletter 
(though given the awful weather we have 
endured for some weeks now, summer 
seems a long way away). I hope all read-
ers had a lovely Easter despite the rain.    
 
I will take this opportunity to apologise for 
the newsletter being a little later than usu-
al. The truth is I have had quite a lot to 
deal with recently and so the newsletter 
has slipped down my priority list.  
 
You will be reading this after our first 
speaker of the season has actually given 
their talk. I understand from other mem-
bers that Ken Cothliffe’s presentation on 
The No. 6 Group Royal Canadian Air-
force in Yorkshire During World War 2 
was very interesting and well received. 
Thanks to David Barley for organising the 
presentation.   

We have a packed summer season to 
look forward to with an additional talk in 
June offered (as well as the annual trip) 
at the request of members.  
  
Society finances are in good health. The 
number of non-members attending the 
talk on The Hostelries of Boroughbridge 
helping to swell the coffers. Mike contin-
ues to work tirelessly to drive forward the  
History of Boroughbridge book project 
which is now at a very exciting stage with 
some chapters now formatted for publica-
tion.  
 
Our society thrives because of the hard 
work of all committee members and other 
volunteers who do their bit. Thank you to 
all concerned.   
 

Peter Fleming, Chairman             

N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R M A N  
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 Six North Riding Churches  -  John Winn  

In January John Winn introduced us to his favourite North Riding churches. He 

talked about the history of each church, alerted us to particular points of historical 

interest and used slides to share with us some of the unique architectural features of 

each of them. I will share with you just a few brief points from the rich coverage John 

provided.  

St. Peter’s, Croft on 

Tees   

The beautiful church 

of St. Peter’s is built 

on a Saxon site and 

retains a Norman 

tower. Inside the Mil-

banke Pew is of par-

ticular interest. Out of 

scale with its sur-

roundings this large 

structure reflects the importance of this local business man who expected to be 

above the lower orders in church as well as in life. In the mid C19th the rector was 

Charles Dodgson, the father of Lewis Carroll.  
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Danby Wiske Parish Church  

Located in a village near Northaller-

ton, a church that seems not to be 

dedicated to a saint! The most im-

portant feature in the Norman tympa-

num on the south doorway which has 

three figures in robes, representing 

the angel of mercy  weighing a soul 

on judgement day.    

 

 

     

 

St. Agatha, Easby  

The original church 

predates the neigh-

bouring abbey. The 

most important fea-

ture is the well pre-

served frescos, da-

ting from the C13th. 

They escaped the 

Reformation icono-

clasts by being 

whitewashed!  

         Wensley Holy 

Trinity   

Norman in origin, this church contains some 

interesting internal features including the 

Flemish influenced floor of the chancel and a 

screen and relic box from Easby Abbey. 

Long associated with the powerful Scrope 

family of Castle Bolton, the most surprising 

feature is the Scrope-Bolton Opera box. This 

was brought from London by the Duke for the 

Duchess, Lavinia Fenton (stage name) who 

had risen from being a child prostitute to join 

the upper classes. She had first been spotted 

by the duke when performing on stage in 

London.                             

 



 

 

 

   

St Lawrence, Aldfield   

This small but perfectly formed 

church ranked as one of John’s fa-

vourites because of its simplicity. It 

was rebuilt in 1782 but retains the 

original East Window. Although a 

simple church it features a large 

pulpit with canopy. The church is in 

the village of Aldfield near Ripon.  

 

 

 

 

 

St. Romald’s Church, 

Romaldkirk   

Romaldkirk lies six 
miles from Barnard 
Castle. Previously in 
the North Riding the 
Church of St. 
Romald is now in 
County Durham. 
The church was re-
built in the mid 
C12th having been 
destroyed by Scot-
tish raiders.    

 

 

The church contains an effigy of Sir Hugh FitzHenry (d. 1305) on a tomb-

chest.   The font presents another strange design, formed in this case of a circu-
lar bowl decorated with three tiers of horseshoes, supported on a stand with 
shafts at the angles and hollows in between. This could be Norman or Early Eng-
lish.   
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Hostelries of Boroughbridge 
Past and Present 

Mike Collins   

In February Mike Collins attracted 
a large audience to hear his talk on 
hostelries past and present. He 
gave us a tour of Boroughbridge 
using photos of pubs (and other es-
tablishments which provided suste-
nance) which no longer exist and 
some that still do. These pictures 
certainly helped to illustrate chang-
es to the town over the last century.  

Boroughbridge over time had many 
hostelries. Being half way between 
London and Edinborough had helped 
make it a major coaching stop during 
the 1700s and 1800s. Many drovers 
passed through the town and there 
were regular horse and cattle fairs held 
here. Not surprisingly, many establish-
ments offering accommodation, food 
and drink existed. Well into the C20th 
the Great North Road ensured Bor-
oughbridge continued to thrive on hos-
pitality.                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture, in the early 1900s, High Street 
with pubs from top to bottom: The 
Black Bull, the Saddle, the Black 
Horse, the White Hart, the Black Swan 
and the Black Lion.  

Many other establishments were men-
tioned: The Blinking Owl, by the bridge 
over the River Ure, now a residential 
home for the elderly;  The Three 
Arrrows (later the Rose Manor) now a 
private house; The Three Greyhounds 
(later known as The Musketeer) to 
name just a few.  

Of course, some pubs continue to 
thrive, for example The Black Bull 
which would originally have had sta-
bling at the rear and land running down 
to the Tutt and The Three Horseshoes, 
popular with motorists during the 
1940s and 1950s.       

Mike’s talk went down very well and 
left us all wondering just how much 
beer must have been consumed in 
Boroughbridge when so many pubs 
existed.  
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The Crown Hotel - once an important coaching inn, still going strong 
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The Black Bull - providing hospitality over the centuries   



 

 

 

Life With The Dupuis Family at Sessay Rectory 

We were entertained in March by Janet Ratcliffe and Sue Thorne who explained how they had 

used a range of historical sources to uncover what life would have been like at Sessay Rectory 

while George Dupuis was rector, 1877-1912.  

A fellow of King’s College, Cambridge he had been a master at Eton School and then rector at 

Sturminster Marshall Dorset before becoming rector at Sessay. As rector George lived with his 

family in a rather grand residence, Sessay Hall, complete with large grounds and tennis courts. 

The 1891 census tells us that he had seven daughters, one grand daughter, eight female servants 

and two footmen.  By the time of the 1911 census the staff had been much reduced. 

One of the most interesting things uncovered by Janet and Sue relates to the Dupuis girls. Maga-

zines written by the girls for reading by their circle of friends are now held in Thirsk Museum . 

The content reveals them to be very modern in outlook. While they behaved like all other girls of 

their class, attending balls in Ripon and Northallerton , going to fetes, fairs and hunts, they also 

discussed conventions of the day from what we would call a feminist perspective. They had chal-

lenging  views on courtship rituals as well as political events of the day.  

On Sunday 26th August 2012 a large proportion of Sessay village enjoyed a fantastic day at the 

Old Rectory, re-enacting (with some modern twists) the garden parties that were hosted in Ed-

wardian times by the reverend Dupuis and family.    
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The Impressive Entrance to Sessay Hall (reduced to a two storey building after 

extensive fire damage in 1928) 



 

 

 

SOCIETY BUSINESS  

ANNUAL TRIP 

This year the trip will be to Burton Agnes and Beverley on 26th June.  Thank you to Christine and Mar-

garet for organising it. If you have not yet paid a deposit but want to go please let Christine or Marga-

ret know. The total cost is £22 per person. 

Christine on 01423 862896 or email  Christine@multitasker.co.uk 

Margaret on 01423 322862  or email margaret.tasker322@btinternet.com      

 

 

EXHIBITIONS 

The society  once again had a stall at the Easter 
Walking event. We will also be publicising our-
selves at the Harrogate Local History Fair in Har-
rogate Library on Saturday 12th May and at the 
Boroughbridge & Aldborough Show on 23rd July 
at Newby Hall. Thank you to all involved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATA PROTECTION 
 

In order to comply with the General Data Protection Regulations we are asking all members to confirm  
what they are happy for us to communicate with them about. Thank you to all those who have already 
completed a form about this. We will try and contact all other people who are on our database before 
May 25th. After this date we will be acting on information you have given us about communicating 
with you. If, at any time, you want to stop receiving e-mails from the Society simply let Peter Fleming 
know by using the reply function on any e-mail you receive.  
 
BOOK PROJECT 
 
Many people have made contributions to the book being written on the history of Boroughbridge. 
Mike Tasker has put in literally hundreds of hours leading the project and undertaking research. If you 
have not yet contributed by writing, proof reading or typing up information and would like to be in-
volved, please get in touch with Mike. Similarly, if you have old photos or documents about Borough-
bridge please let Mike know.  
 
Mike on 01423 862896 or email  Mike@multitasker.co.uk   
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