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Boroughbridge & District 

HiStorical society 

 
 

Tuesday, January 8th 

George Wright Remembers - 

A video of Boroughbridge in the 20th Century 

 by John Richmond 

Tuesday, February 12th 

Heritage and History of Scriven 

by David Hunt. 

Tuesday, March 12th 

The Brontes behind Closed Doors - 

All the Scandal 

by Pat Osbourne 

Meeting held in the Jubilee Suite, Boroughbridge library at 7.30pm. 

Admission £3, including refreshments. Members free. 

Grantham Arms Coaching Inn 1930 



 

The Autumn Programme 
began in September with 
Louisa Gidney, dressed 
up as a medieval peasant 
woman, describing the 
production, processing 
and economic signifi-
cance of linen and wool-
len fibres in medieval 
times in England. She 
brought along many box-
es of items to illustrate 
her subject.  These con-
tained raw and treated 
linen, fleeces, woven fab-
rics, items of clothing and 

plants used for dyeing, 
all of which could be 
handled by the audi-
ence.  The production of 
hand woven fabrics took 
much time and effort 
and every last use was 
obtained from them be-
fore they ended up on 
the compost heap!  
Louisa had a great 
depth of knowledge and 
we had a fascinating 
evening.  
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In October the AGM was followed by a 
presentation on the History of 
Registration given by Barbara Dixon, a 
retired Superintendent Registrar. She 
dealt with births, deaths and marriages.  
Starting with the medieval period she 
indicated the value of wills as a source of 
family relationships, then went on to 
outline the development of church 
registers from the reign of Henry V111.  
Laxness in the system in the 18

th
 century 

led to the Hardwick reform in 1753, which 
provided improved arrangements for 
parish registers.  Printed parish registers 
were introduced in 1812. These 
standardised the information provided. 
This reform was followed, in 1837, by the 
establishment in England and Wales of 
civil registration of births, deaths and 
marriages. The current regulations are 
basically the same as the ones 
introduced in 1837. We enjoyed an 
informative and interesting talk.     

 

Community archaeologist, Kevin Cale, was our speaker in 
November. He had recently been undertaking some ar-
chaeological research, with local primary school children, 
on WW11 air crashes in the surrounding area. This work 
had lead to some fascinating discoveries about of a Fla-
mingo plane which had crashed near Great Ouseburn in 
December, 1942. The plane had been completely wrecked 
and all passengers killed.  Locally, at the time, it was be-
lieved that the plane was associated with Linton-on-Ouse 
airfield and little was known about it.  Only sixteen Flamin-
go aircraft were built, starting in the later 1930s.  Kevin 
delved into the history of the one which crashed near 
Ouseburn and uncovered a remarkable story, only re-
vealed in recent years.  It concerned secret contacts be-
tween the British government and Molotov, the USSR rep-
resentative, which eventually lead to Britain, the USSR and 
the US joining forces to defeat Germany. A very impressive 
piece of research. 

Unfortunately I was unable to attend the December meet-
ing, but I understand you had an interesting evening con-
cerning the development of Christmas traditions. These 
included early ones relating to holly, ivy, mistletoe and 
the yule log and the later ones dating from the middle of 
the 19

th
 century, often attributed to Prince Albert, which 

are still enjoyed today. The talk was enhanced by illustra-
tions. 

I hope you have all enjoyed a very happy Christmas time 
and send my best wishes for the New Year.  I look for-
ward to seeing you again in January.  

Marjorie Ashworth De Havilland Flamingo Plane 



five page letter in reply, 

which contains guidance on 

issues we need to address 

more fully. The HLF did not 

say “no” to our pre-

application, but it was clear 

that we had more work to 

do to satisfy its criteria. 

The HLF response was only 

received on December 18th.  

The sub-committee realised 

that it would not be possible 

to meet all the requirements 

to submit a full application 

before the HLF’s January 7 

deadline for proposals under 

its current grant scheme. 

The HLF is launching a new 

scheme with revised criteria 

in February. Consequently 

the sub-committee has de-

cided to wait and apply un-

der the new scheme if ap-

propriate. 

Pumps, Pipes and Purity  

Bernie Eccleston, a former lecturer in Economic and Social 

History at the University of Hull, has written a new book 

about rural water supply in North Yorkshire – focusing on the 

area around Thirsk. 

 “By the 1870s, it seemed obvious that if people used less wa-

ter pumped from wells contaminated by sewage, the risk of 

spreading waterborne illness and disease would be dramati-

cally reduced. However, not until the 1950s were water 

mains laid to the majority of households in rural districts 

across the whole country. Eccleston uses the experience in 

North Yorkshire to illustrate how attempts to extend piped 

water provision were contested in disputes within families 

and local communities, between tenants and landlords and 

over who should be responsible for providing public water 

supplies.” 

Volunteer required 

Please would someone be prepared to take over organising the summer 

outing? This involves asking members for their suggestions for visits, or-

ganising a ballot to choose the most popular, selecting a date, booking 

the coach and venue, and organising the timetable for the day.  Please 

contact the Secretary on 01423 322988 if you feel able to help. 
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Update on the Archaeology 

Project 

The majority of the 15 mem-

bers of the proposed archae-

ology group attended a site 

visit at Langthorpe. A small 

sub-committee was formed 

to work on a pre-application 

which is part of the process 

of applying for a Heritage 

Lottery Fund grant. 

The Society has received a 



Northallerton and District Local History Society 

The Medieval Towns of North Yorkshire 

Tutor: John Lee 

North Yorkshire Record Office, Northallerton – starting Wednesday, January 9th at 7pm. 

John Lee studied history at the universities of Durham and Cambridge and has taught continuing educa-

tion classes at York and Cambridge.  He is currently undertaking several continuing education classes on 

the medieval period with the University of York.  

Castles, churches, markets and street patterns in many Yorkshire towns point to their medieval origins. 

Between the 11th and 16th centuries, towns across the county developed as centres for markets, trade 

and industry, justice, and religion. The class will look at extracts from documents to explore how towns-

people worked, traded, and governed themselves and assess why some towns prospered while others 

declined.  

Members of Boroughbridge Historical Society who are interested in the course can book a place by con-
tacting John Sheehan: jgsheehan@btinternet.com 

CAN YOU HELP? 

We are grateful for John Winn’s insert on the Cricket  

Heritage Project for this edition. John has kindly agreed  

to provide further information for future newsletters. If  

you feel able to write something for the newsletter this  

would be greatly appreciated. Please let Peter Fleming  

Know what your theme is so the committee can consider  

It. Peter can be contacted on  

peter.fleming57@btinternet.com     

 

We are seeking ’new blood’ to support the work of  

the committee. A willingness to get stuck in is more  

important than experience or historical knowledge! If you  

feel you can help in any way at all please get in touch  

With Linda Dooks on 01423 322988.       

Portrait of a Seaside Parish 
(see insert) 
The Boroughbridge Historical 
Society helped with the re-
search for this book, as the 
church was built by a member 
of the Lawson - Tancred Family 
from Aldborough, Borough-
bridge and two of the family 
were vicars there. 
This book has been published 
to raise funds for the restoration 
of the fabric of the church which 
is on English Heritage Buildings 
At Risk List. 
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The Cricket Heritage Project 

 

The aim of this project, which started in 2004 with the help of a generous grant from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund, was ‘to explore and celebrate the cricketing heritage of 
Kirklees and Calderdale’. The founder, Peter Davies, was a lecturer in Politics at The 
University of Huddersfield and an amazing cricket enthusiast. 

 

In its numerous publications the project has described the strong links between crick-
et and the community, links fostered through social institutions like churches, Sunday 
schools and work organisations. The connection between cricket and wider society is 
illustrated by the history of The Bradford Mutual Sunday School Cricket League which 
was founded in 1896 with nine clubs representing the Anglican, Methodist, Congrega-
tional and Baptist traditions. With the closure of many of the churches there are today 
few teams truly connected to a church or Sunday school although some of the old 
names linger on; Great Horton Church, Cross Roads and Daisy Hill Methodists and 
Bowling Baptists are three. Increasingly the league has come to represent the multi-
cultural society that is modern Bradford  

 

Through the work of the project and his own cricket watching Peter Davies came into 
frequent contract with three men from Leeds who justified the description of 
‘professional cricket watchers’, so much time did they spend watching cricket at all 
levels. They also supported the project by attending its major events including the an-
nual Pennine Cricket Conference which began in 2005. In 2006 Peter persuaded the 
three ‘pcws’, Tony Hutton, Mick Bourne, and Brian Senior, to keep a diary of their 
season’s cricket watching and this was published in the spring of 2007 as ‘Off The 
Beaten Track’, now a collector’s item  with  a copy in the museum at Lord’s.  

 

This book introduced me to the project and when I finally fully retired in 2008 I be-
came something of a ‘pcw’ myself.  In 2009 the diary idea was developed into a blog, 
‘an on-going chronicle of information published on line’ and in the winter of 2010-11 I 
approached Peter to ask if he would welcome a fresh input. To my delight he said yes 
and I made my first contribution in March 2011.  

 

I am one of two regular contributors. My colleague, Brian Sanderson is based in 
Leeds but our paths cross quite frequently. Brian serves on the archive committee at 
Headingley and is interested in all things ‘Yorkshire’, scrap books, autographs, old 
photographs etc. Summer postings are essentially a diary of our cricket watching. 
Winter postings are less frequent but include book reviews, publicity for cricket socie-
ties’ meetings and lunches and comment and opinion on cricket in general. 

 

In an obituary for the historian Eric Hobshawm, who died in October, there is this quo-
tation from him. ‘It is the business of historians to remember what others forget’. Titles 
like ‘A History of The Heavy Woollen Cup’ and ‘The Former Cricket Grounds of Cald-
erdale’ show that The Cricket Heritage Project is well aware of its responsibilities.  

 

John Winn 
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