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Meetings are held in Boroughbridge Library Jubilee Suite at 7.30  

All welcome; members free  
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Boroughbridge & District 

Historical society 

 
 

Spring Programme 

 

Tuesday, January 12th   

Dog Kennel Lane - David Barley & Team  

 

Tuesday,  February  9th  

A history of Fountains Abbey  -  Michael Bevington  

  

Tuesday, March 8th   

Roman Roads of Yorkshire - Mike Haken 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

I write my first piece as chairman of the 
society following a very wet Christmas. 
Flooding is affecting York and Leeds and 
the Ure’s flood plain around Bor-
oughbridge looks like a series of lakes. I 
hope that by the time you read this the 
river levels have fallen and the risk of  fur-
ther flooding receded.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank John Whitehouse, who steps down 
as chair, for his service to the society. 
John will continue to be a member of the 
committee and to act as vice chairman. I 
would also like to offer sincere thanks to 
Linda Dooks for all the work she has done 
and will continue to do for us. Of course, 
John and Linda are very visible members 
of the committee but there are many oth-
ers who all make a contribution to the suc-
cessful work of the society, often ‘behind 
the scenes’. To all committee members, 

and non-committee members who help in 
a variety of ways, I offer my thanks. With 
your continuing support and skills we will 
have a very successful 2016.       
 
The Dog Kennel Lane Project funds are 
now spent but the legacy of the project 
team’s hard work will live on. Already, the 
DKL walk is featuring on the schedule of 
local rambler groups and will be part of the 
Easter walking festival. I am delighted that 
David Bailey who was very active in the 
DKL venture has agreed to take over the 
organisation of guest speakers for us, ena-
bling me to take on the role of chair.  
  
I think our November lecture broke a re-
cord for us, attracting around fifty people.  
This reflects the society’s rude health and 
augers well for the future. If you are still in 
toasting mood, here’s to a very successful 
2016 for the society.    

N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R M A N  

P e t e r  F l e m i n g    
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NOTES FROM THE SOCIETY ARCHIVIST  -  Linda Dooks 

 
Archive Meetings. 

We have held several of these over the last few months and made good headway in 

organising the archive cupboard.  Thank you to everyone who has been along and 

helped it is much appreciated. 

 As a result of this, we have donated to the NYCC Archive Office the Dunsforth 

School Log Books, the Scrapbook and Photograph Album of Revd. Chadwick and 

“The Story of Boroughbridge and two Versatile Clerics” (one being Rev Chadwick the 

other Canon Owen) by Kathleen Reynolds. As these were originals and not in a very 

good state it was felt that they would be better preserved at the Archive Office, we 

have however kept copies for our archive. 

We now have individual boxes for Boroughbridge records and each village in our 

area. Several   others are on specific subjects such as Floods and The Battle of Bor-

oughbridge. In the New Year we hope to start on the Photograph Archive. But further 

discussion is needed on how to proceed with this.  

If you would like to help with any of this the next meeting will be on Friday 8
th

 Janu-

ary, 2 pm in the Jubilee room above the library.    
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. 
We have had a request from the Ripon project group for information about the history 

of the police and police station in Boroughbridge. In particular they have asked for old 

photographs, especially of the previous station which was in one of the houses off Hall 

Square near the car park entrance. In view of the fact that the Police station is due to 

close it is important that we have a record of it. 

Interestingly while we were researching the Dog Kennel Lane Project we came across 

the fact that in the 16
th
 Century the Constable of Boroughbridge was executed for the 

town’s part in the meetings held at Tancred’s Manor (The Crown Hotel) during the ris-

ing of the North to put Mary Queen of Scots back on the throne.  

Over the past year we have taken our projector and laptop to give presentations using 

the archive photographs, illustrating the Town Tour Walk.  (A leaflet for this and the 

Dog Kennel Lane Heritage Walk are now available from the Tourist Information Office 

and the Library). The speaker’s fees for these talks have gone into historical society 

funds.   

As a result of the survey taken in October, It was decided to look further into the possi-

bility of publishing a book on the History of Boroughbridge, as the last one was written 

in 1980 and Boroughbridge has a good chronological history from as early the 12
th
 cen-

tury.  

We hope to take this further forward in 2016 and look at how this may be funded.  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

The next Committee meeting will be 

on Tuesday 6
th
 January in the library, 

7.30 pm. 

The Dog Kennel Lane Heritage Walk 

Friday 25
th
 March 10 am from under-

neath Langthorpe flyover. This walk 

will form part of the programme for the 

Boroughbridge Walking Festival.  

History Society Exhibition and Pho-

tographic Display 

 Easter Saturday ,26
th
 March in the Jubilee room above the library, 10 am to 4pm. An-

other chance to view the research done for the Dog Kennel Lane Project, add your old  

photographs to our archive or view some of the photos of Boroughbridge already held 

in our  archive. 

 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi7xaiY5vzJAhXJchQKHUVvDOsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wikihow.com%2FMake-Everyone-Want-to-Read-Your-Diary&psig=AFQjCNHOKYbfQabPI66JP7roOdNgG7Rw2A&ust=14513


 

 

 

 

 
 
September: A Night at the Opera  -  Georgian Theatre  
 
September’s talk by Tony Smailes detailed a Night at the Opera. The ornate and extravagant 
habits of Georgian theatre-goers were explored in depth, a study that extended to the personal 
eccentricities of society such as dress, hair style and language. Particular attention was given to 
the Georgian Theatre in Richmond, where Tony is a guide.  
 
It was built in 1788 by the actor-manager Samuel Butler and was one of his circuit of theatres, the 
others being located in such places as Beverley and Harrogate but no longer open. Regular per-
formances at the theatre continued until 1830, when performances became less frequent and in 
1848 it was let as an auction house. The Georgian Theatre Royal was reopened by a non-profit 
trust in 1963. It was expanded in 1996 and had major restoration works, including the addition of 
a museum, costing £1.6 million in 2002.  
 
In Georgian times, with little consideration of health and safety the auditorium could be packed 
dangerously full and there are examples of people being injured as a result. The house was di-
vided into boxes, pit and gallery. The most exclusive seats, in the boxes, were occupied by the 
wealthiest patrons and local dignitaries. The pit was the home of the intelligentsia, professionals 
and critics and the galleries were full of tradesmen, apprentices, footmen and servants. Amongst 

the audience would move the fruit women selling refreshments and prostitutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                       ‘A Laughing Audience’, William Hogarth  
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AUTUMN PROGRAMME SUMMARY 



 

 

 

October: Members’ Evening 
 

October contained the AGM which was followed 

by a “members evening”. 

 

Two members, David Bellwood and John Winn, 

stepped up to speak for ten  minutes (or more) on 

subjects that exercised them greatly. 

 

David spoke about the Rev. James Chadwick, 

ten years curate at Boroughbridge in the last dec-

ade of the 19th century, but probably more famed 

as a singer and musician.  

 

John based his presentation on a photograph of a 

village cricket team dating from the early 20th 

century. The identity and personal history of each 

player was analysed and related to the social 

class system of the time. Even in a sport 

where  achievement was measured by merit the 

class system (or stigma) was alive and well.   

 

A good evening’s entertainment that hopefully 

presages more members’ contributions in future. 

 

Why not volunteer? 

Like David and John you might have an inter-

esting story to tell, a favourite artefact to 

share or some research you have done to 

explore with society members. PLEASE con-

sider volunteering to offer something at a fu-

ture members’ evening. Why not start plan-

ning now!    
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The Restored Richmond Georgian Theatre as it is Today 

http://lifeyouwant.org.uk/help-us/volunteering/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November: The Battle of Boroughbridge 

 

Louise Whittaker from the Battlefields Trust gave 
a lecture on The Battle of Boroughbridge in No-
vember. This topic attracted great interest with 
around fifty people attending, with standing room 
only for some!  

The Battle of Boroughbridge was the culmination 
of a lengthy dispute between King Edward II and 
his cousin Thomas, Earl of Lancaster. The rebel 
forces of Lancaster were retreating northwards 
following their defeat by the king at Burton on 
Trent, when they found their way blocked by 
4,000 royalists commanded by Sir Andrew de 
Harcla, Warden of Carlisle. 

The battle saw the total defeat of rebel forces 
under the Earl of Lancaster by Sir Andrew’s men. 
It was a small but dramatic battle, or at least ap-
pears so thanks to the graphic detail provided in 
the contemporary accounts. According to a 
graphic description in the chronicle the Chronicle 
of Britain the Earl of Hereford was killed as he 
crossed the bridge by a pikeman hiding under-
neath, who thrust his spear up through the Earl's 
anus. Success was achieved by a royal com-
mander who took a strong position, holding a ma-
jor river crossing, giving the rebels no alternative 
but to fight for control. He also used a very effec-
tive combination of tactics against the heavily 
armoured rebel force: a defensive wall of spears 
copied from the Scots and an offensive arrow 
storm provided by his archers.  

The action was fought for control of what was 
then a narrow bridge and a nearby ford by which 
the Great North Road crossed the River Ure. In 
1322 Boroughbridge had probably not yet ex 

 

tended as far north as the bridge (although there 
was some debate about this during questions 
following Louise’s talk) and the land on either side 
of the river would probably have been floodplain 
meadow. But, while the bridge was probably very 
close to its present site, it is uncertain exactly 
where the ford lay, making it difficult to appreciate 
exactly how all the forces were deployed and 
where they fought.  

Thomas of Lancaster was taken to Pontefract 
Castle where he was submitted to what was little 
more than a show trial, and – in front of a gather-
ing of earls and barons – sentenced to death. On 
22 March 1322, he was led out of the castle and 
beheaded in front of a jeering crowd. Some thirty 
of Lancaster's followers were also executed. An-
drew Harclay was richly rewarded for his loyal 
and competent performance at Boroughbridge. 
On 15 March he was created Earl of Carlisle.  
Although Harclay had turned down Lancaster's 
overtures to join in the rebellion, he was no great 
adherent of the King. He grew frustrated with the 
King's idleness and eventually negotiated a 
peace treaty with the Scots. This action on Har-
clay's part amounted to treason, and early in 
1323 he was apprehended by the King's men, 
and hanged, drawn and quartered. 
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The Battle Cross now located in      

Aldborough 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj34cy2pP7JAhWJvhQKHWbmD-gQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthehistoryjar.com%2Ftag%2Fbattle-cross%2F&bvm=bv.110151844,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNHAWJvzlJRcXL5So7f3jhG4RcDRyg&


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 December: The Story of the Women’s Land Army (WLA) Hostels  (see page 8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Land Girls in Knaresborough 
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Artist’s impression of the Battle of Boroughbridge 
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December: The Story of the Women’s Land Army (WLA) Hostels  

Marion Jefferies spoke enthusiastically on the theme of the WLA, bringing a local flavour to her talk 

through reference to how women were accommodated in this area of Yorkshire. 

 World War I illustrated only too clearly the devastating results of bad harvests and interruptions to food 

imports. By 1918 1.75 million acres grassland had been ploughed up for wheat growing and when the 

Second World War was declared there was a realisation that agricultural production must be maintained. 

In both world wars ‘land girls’ played a vital role in keeping the nation fed. 

In 1915 Lady Lawson Tancred founded the first ever land 

girl hostels near Boroughbridge, probably at Heaton 

House. The work was hard and physically demanding 

and regarded by many people as ‘unfeminine’. Neverthe-

less, for many women the freedoms being a land girl 

brought gave a real sense of liberation. This was espe-

cially so for women who lived in self-catering billets rather 

than lodging on farms. 

In World War II land girls were even more in demand. 

Hostels were often used to house the women. Hostels 

could be requisitioned houses, hutments or airfield 

houses. In some hostels the women found great compan-

ionship and experienced much freedom. According to 

Marion’s research, many women played hard as well as 

worked hard. This could involve the consumption of alco-

hol as well as inviting available men into the hostels. At 

Staveley, for example, nine girls met at the local pub, got 

drunk and brought troops back to their hostel, behaviour 

that threatened to tarnish the reputation of the WLA. Such antics were not the norm in all hostels. In 

some, for example Beckwithshaw, women complained of wardens spying on them and treating them like 

children. In such establishments the women’s greatest excitement might be making their own slippers! 

In this part of Yorkshire Dorothy Jacob Smith from Scriven was a key organiser of the WLA. Moat Hall at 

Little Ouseburn was used to house land girls as was Blois Hall near Ripon and Moor Park at Beckwith-

shaw. Hutments existed in Knaresborough for the same purpose. After a hard day’s work the women 

could enjoy such delights as spam, piccalilli and beetroot. Marion’s slides included photos of land girls 

enjoying days out in Whitby and Scarborough, the smiles on their faces suggesting they were having a 

thoroughly good time despite the deprivations of war. 

 

 

 

Lady  Lawson Tancred 

Moat Hall, Little Ouseburn 

Today 



 

 

 

                 Dog Kennel Lane Project Update      
Christmas 2015 

 
We have now come to the end of what I think has been a successful project. 
The Lottery money has been spent and the “End of Grant Report” was submitted in November. A big 
thank you goes to all the active members of the group – well done. 
 
The way mark signs on the Dog Kennel Lane Circuit have been improved between Skelton village and 
Cottage Lane (Moor Lane). The circuit has since been walked, and enjoyed, by the Boroughbridge Am-
blers on one of the rare dry days in November. The Dog Kennel Lane Circuit has also been walked by 
Frank. M. Frith who compiles a series of Yorkshire walks on the website: www.yorkshirewalks.org/
diary15/diary601.html . It is an excellent site with lots of photographs en route, and well worth having 
a look at. A Dog Kennel Lane Presentation has been given by Linda and myself at Ripon Library. Three 
more are in the pipeline, the first one to your good selves (BDHS) on Tuesday 12th Jan, one to Skelton-
on-Ure WI and the third in the Records Office at Northallerton. 
 
Happy New Year to you all, David Barley.   
 

‘WW2 in Boroughbridge’ Book 2nd edition -  New Information  

The publication of the first edition of Mike Tasker's book ‘WW2 in Boroughbridge’ has been well re-
ceived by local people and has prompted a considerable flow of new information, to the extent that 
an update became necessary. A second edition has therefore now been published with a considerable 
number of additions and up-dates, and also some corrections. It contains 43 additional entries of local 
people in military service together with a number of new photographs. Of particular note is the story 
of Eddie Morrison from Langthorpe, now 92 and still living in Harrogate, and also new information 
about Ernest Rennison together with photos of his part in the campaign in Holland in early 1945, in-
cluding German soldiers surrendering. More information has emerged concerning those already men-
tioned in the first edition, particularly relating to the tough experiences of POWs in Germany, sadly no 
new information yet about POWs of the Italians and Japanese. 

 A criticism of the first edition was the lack of information about Minskip. This has now been rectified 
as far as possible. A section on the village has now been included, although information was difficult 
to obtain in some cases, and further investigation is ongoing.   

 Men from the Royal Canadian Airforce were an ever present feature of Boroughbridge from 1942 to 
the end of the war, and with the help of Eileen (Robshaw) Lebert, who married a Canadian airman 
from Dishforth, it has been possible to add a new chapter giving a flavour of their ubiquitous presence 
in the town at that time. 

 New information has emerged about the Home Guard unit at Kirby Hill, which was quite separate 
from the Boroughbridge unit. An interesting picture of their troop is included in the book. Also a new 
picture of local nurses trained to deal with war casualties has emerged, an illustration of the extent to 
which comprehensive war preparations were made locally as well as nationally.  

Then there is Jimmy Boyle's story which gives an illuminating insight into the use of Homing Pigeons in 
the war effort. Lastly there are new personal stories by Aidan Foster, and Ken Needham, giving a fasci-
nating insight into events in Langthorpe, and Audrey (Styan) Horton being shot up by a German plane 
on the way back from a dance. 

Looking ahead, more information will undoubtedly emerge. This story can never be finished.  Perhaps 
the publication of this second edition will provide a framework for future studies.  

Mike Tasker 
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