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Summer Programme 

 

Tuesday, May 9th   

 Spies in Uniform: activities behind the iron curtain 

during the Cold War - Keith Ryding  

Tuesday,  June 13th  

Protestantism and the Work Ethic - Peter Fleming                    

Tuesday, July 4th  

Society Trip to  Southwell Minster and Workhouse 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

Welcome to the summer newsletter. I 
hope you had a wonderful Easter. Thanks 
to David Barley we had an excellent 
range of speakers during the early 
months of the year (summaries of their 
talks follow). We now have the annual trip 
organised by Margaret and Christine to 
look forward to.     
 
The society has again been very busy 
during recent months. Mike Tasker has 
continued to chivvy us all along so that 
our History of Boroughbridge book project 
has made excellent progress. David Bell-
wood has revamped our website so that it 
is more visually interesting and, thanks to 
members’ efforts, resources on the site 
are building day by day. Behind the 
scenes Linda continues to quietly man-
age all sorts of society business and 
Jacqui is becoming more familiar with the 
society’s finances so that she can take 
over from Christine in due course. Thank 
you to all committee members and other 
members who, in their different ways, en-
sure the society remains active and vi-
brant.  

The committee is considering becoming a 
partner organisation to the Battlefields 
Trust and a decision about this will be 
made at the next committee meeting. For 
now though please find on page 12 infor-
mation about some Marston Moor events 
that may be of interest to you.  
 
Peter Fleming, Chairman             

N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R M A N  
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Society Visit to Cold War Bunker and Holgate Windmill (York)    

 
Saturday January 28th turned out to be a fine day on which to visit two very contrasting sites in York. 

Though geographically very close the Cold War Bunker and Holgate Windmill represent periods in our 

history which seem world’s apart.   

The Cold War Bunker is now looked after by English Heritage. This two-storey, semi-subterranean 

building is their most modern property. It was built to monitor nuclear explosions and radio-active fall 

out in the event of nuclear war and operated by the Royal Observer Corps. It was in use from 1961 to 

1991 at the height of the Cold War. On our tour we were able to see the kitchen, canteen, dormitories 

and the operations room. The claustrophobic conditions, filtered air and blast-proof doors served to 

remind us of the bravery of those volunteering for the ROC and of just what a frightening period of 

history the Cold War had been.   

By contrast, Holgate Windmill speaks of simpler, slower times. This tower windmill was built in 1770. 

Originally sail operated in 1859 a steam engine was added to make the mill more profitable. The mill 

continued to make use of wind power until 1930 when a large electric motor was installed. It contin-

ued to operate commercially into the 1940s.  

Between 2001 and 2012 the Holgate Preservation Society managed the restoration of the mill into 

what we see today.      
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Inside the Bunker Control Room 

             Members Outside the Windmill New sails fitted in 2011 



 

 

 

 History of Printing  

Charles Lubelski 

In January we were treated to a very interesting lecture on the history of printing given by Charles 

Lubelski who had worked in the printing industry all his life. Indeed, the lecture provided as much 

a history of the written word as of printing as Charles began by briefly explaining the contribution 

of the Egyptians and the Phoenicians to the development of man’s ability to record information for 

posterity.  

The key figure in the history of modern printing is Johann Gutenberg from Germany. Around 1430

-1440 he invented movable, interchangeable, re-usable type, for printing on a wooden press us-

ing a printing ink of a composition invented by him. His masterpiece is the Bible printed in 1453-4. 

180 copies were made, each of 1282 pages with 42 lines in two 

columns. They were designed to be completed by colouring main 

capitals by hand. 48 copies are known to exist now (a very fine 

copy is held in the John Rylands Library in Manchester).  

In England William Caxton pioneered printing. Born in Kent, in 
1446  he went to live in Bruges where, during a visit to Cologne 
he saw the emerging German printing industry. He wasted no 
time in setting up a printing press  in Bruges on which the first 
book to be printed in English was produced in 1473. Bringing his 
knowledge of printing back to his native land, he set up a press at 
Westminster in 1476. The first book known to have been issued 
there was an edition of Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. Caxton is 
credited with standardising the English language through printing.  

 

The Victorian period was 
a time of enormous change in the world of printing, es-
pecially with the development of the steam presses for 
printing large numbers of pages. Lithography was also 
subject to great improvements; powered litho ma-
chines were introduced and metal plates began to re-
place the original limestone slabs. Another develop-
ment of great importance was the introduction of chro-
molithography, with multiple litho plates being used to 
produce multi-coloured impressions.  

In recent times digital printing has gained acceptance 
reducing the demand for litho-printing, which itself 
came to prominence only 60 years ago, at the expense 
of letterpress, which had been  dominant for 500 years. 
With more and more people choosing to access news 
and novels on electronic devices the publishing indus-
try continues to adapt to social and technological 
changes.    

 

  
 
.  
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Gutenberg 

Early Wooden Printing Press 



 

 

 

Coaching Memories  
                   
                  Eric Houlder 
 
Our guest speaker in February 
was Eric Houlder who, complete 
with sound effects, entertained 
us with a talk on the history of 
coaching with particular refer-
ence to the Great North Road 
two hundred years ago.  
 
The Regency period marked the 
beginning of the great age of 
coaching. From around 1810 to 
the 1840's coaches ruled the 
newly sealed roads and reached 
fantastic speeds of around 12 miles 
per hour allowing the flow of traffic, 
passengers and goods around the 
country. However, the coaching era lasted 
only a few decades, the demise of coaching 
a result of the arrival of the train.   
 
Prior to the nineteenth century travelling 
any distance had been difficult. For exam-
ple, the original announcement for journey 
between London and York ran as follows: 
"Whoever is desirous of going between London 
and York or York and London, Let them Repair 
to the Black Swan in Holborn, or the Black 
Swan in Coney Street, York, where they will be 
conveyed in a Stage Coach (If God permits), 
which starts every Thursday at Five in the 
morning." This was only, however, for the 
summer season; during winter they were 
laid up for the season.      

 

 

Even in summer, the passengers fre-
quently got out and walked long dis-
tances, the state of the roads in some 
places compelling them to do so.  
During times of flood, it was nothing 
unusual for passengers to remain at 
some town on route for days, until 
the roads were dry again.  
 
The early 1800s saw great improve-
ments as a result of Turnpike Trusts. 
By 1830s there were one thousand 
trusts operating around 30,000 miles 
of turnpike roads. The coaches also 
improved. Travel times were reduced 
and became more consistent. Mail 
coaches were now common sights on 
the roads and the delivery of letters 
became more reliable.     
 

P a g e  5  

Royal Mail Coach  c. 1840 

Typical Victorian Coaching Scene 

A quick drink at a Coaching Inn 



 

 

At this time Boroughbridge was an important staging post with the Crown Hotel 

providing accommodation, refreshments and stabling for horses. Competition 

between providers of stage coaches was fierce and fortunes were made and lost 

through this ‘industry’. Travellers faced many costs besides paying for a seat in 

a coach. Travelling in 1815, Joseph Ballard gives a clear picture of costs and the 

effect of competition on the growth of coaching during the Regency times.  

"The stage fare from Manchester to Liverpool, distance forty miles, is only six shillings. This is caused 

by the strong opposition, as there are eight or ten coaches continually running between those plac-

es. Besides the fare in the coach you have to pay the coachman one shilling per stage of about thirty 

miles, and the same to the guard whose business it is to take care of the luggage, &c. &c. Should the 

passenger refuse to pay the accustomed tribute he would inevitably be insulted. You must pay also, 

at the inns, the chambermaid sixpence a night, the "boots" (the person who cleans them) two pence 

a day, and the head waiter one shilling a day. The porter who takes your portmanteau up stairs 

moves his hat with "pray remember the porter, Sir." In fact, it is necessary in travelling through Eng-

land to have your pocket well lined with pounds, shillings and sixpences, otherwise you never can 

satisfy the innumerable demands made upon a traveller by landlord, waiters, chambermaids, and 

coachmen, &c. &c. My bill at Manchester for one supper, a dinner, a breakfast, and two nights lodg-

ing was five dollars. The beds at the inns are surprisingly neat and clean. In many of the inns in a 

large town, the chambermaids furnish the chambers and depend upon their fees for remuneration. 

The stagecoaches are very convenient and easy. No baggage is permitted to be taken inside, it being 

stowed away in the boot places before and behind the carriage for that purpose. Here it rides per-

fectly safe, not being liable to be rubbed, as they ride upon the same springs that the passengers do. 

A person can always calculate upon being at the place he takes the coach for (barring accidents) at a 

certain time, as the coachman is allowed a given time to go his stage. The guard always has a chro-

nometer with him (locked up so that he cannot move the hands) as a guide with regard to time."  
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The Crown Hotel: part of the coaching era story  



 

 

 

Old Postcards 

                 Tony Shepherd 

In March Tony Shepherd 

shared insights into col-

lecting old postcards. He 

focussed in particular on 

cards of Ripon which is his 

specialist area as a collec-

tor.  

The introduction of the 

Penny Black in 1840 meant 

that sending a message 

anywhere in the country 

became affordable. Alt-

hough the sending of post-

cards originated in America 

by the 1870s it had become popular in this country also. With developments in photography and 

printing picture postcards appeared from 1894 and 

became very popular. It is estimated that by 1908 

860 million cards were being produced each year 

and with 11 post collections a day in most places 

’keeping in touch’ became much easier than in ear-

lier times.     

Tony showed us a variety of cards. These included 

cards with no picture but a message space on one 

side, cards with space for a message on the picture 

side and early tinted colour cards. There were cards 

with photos of Ripon Cathedral, Spa Baths, Foun-

tains Abbey, Market Place, the Horn Blower and 

the Northumberland Fusiliers.  Some groups had 

their own cards made, for example cycling clubs. 

Highly regarded local photographer John H. Bayley 

produced postcards in Ripon.   

Starting a postcard collection is easy with antique 

fairs and E-bay being good places to start your 

search.    
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Postcard of Ripon Town Hall c. 1900 

Postcard of Spa Baths Ripon c. 1910 



 

 

 

          Precarious Fortunes 
 
   Ian Townshend       
 
Ian Townsend is a businessman-turned-author from Upper 
Dunsforth. After over four decades in finance and with a 
successful investment company now managed by his three 
children, Ian has turned to writing historical fiction. His book 
has the strap line ’Revealing Victorian Harrogate’ which he 
proceeded to do for us during his lecture.  
 
Precarious Fortunes is a work of historical fiction loosely 
based on the visit to Harrogate in 1838 by the then richest 
woman in England, Angela Coutts. 

Aged just 24, she had recently inherited Coutts Bank and 
with it an abundance of suitors, which drove her to seek 
refuge in the town, in very much the same way as Agatha 
Christie did in 1926. 

The story takes the reader deep into early Victorian Harro-
gate and blends fictional characters with those who really 
were alive at the time.  There is even a scene set in Bor-
oughbridge around the Devil’s Arrows.   
 
In providing us with the back story to the novel Ian showed 
how real life can often be stranger than fiction. Angela Geor-
gina Burdett was born on 21st April 1814. Her mother, Sophia, was one of three daughters to Thomas and Susannah Coutts. 
Her father was Sir Francis Burdett who became MP for Boroughbridge, thanks largely to his father-in-law. Even so, he went 
on to become an ardent supporter of political reform.  Angela’s grandmother, Susannah, died when Angela was very 
young, leaving Thomas Coutts free to marry the actress, Harriot Mellon. In 1822 Thomas Coutts died and left his en-
tire estate to Harriot. His will not only concerned his family fortune but also one of the great banks of Europe. Most ex-
traordinarily, he had left it to Harriot to decide who would ultimately succeed her. Harriot caused a stir in 1827, when she 
married the much younger Duke of St Albans. Despite this, she still spent a great deal of time with Thomas’s grandchildren, 
assessing who would be most suited to inheriting her fortune.   
 
In 1837, Harriot died and left the entirety of Thomas’s fortune to Angela Burdett. Neither Angela nor her parents had any 
prior knowledge of this and her life changed forever. Overnight she became one of the richest women in Europe. Although 
noted for her shyness, Angela developed a firmness and competence. Begging letters flowed in and during this time, she 
relied heavily on her companion, Miss Hannah Meredith. She received countless proposals of marriage, which as a shy and 
sensitive girl, she found deeply distasteful. In the summer of 1838, after being hounded relentlessly, Angela fled to Harro-
gate where she found respite. She travelled over the moors to Bolton Abbey, took long walks in the dales and drank at Har-
rogate’s sulphurous well. But her recovery was short-lived as she was pursued by an Irish barrister named Richard Dunn. He 
was arrested after bursting into her bedroom at the Queen Hotel, Harrogate, which prompted her to return to London. 
Upon his release, Dunn too headed for London, where he was once again arrested and eventually prosecuted.  
 
Angela eventually adjusted to her wealth, but the idea of buying a husband repulsed her. She preferred flowers to jewels 
and her great wealth demanded a great cause, which she eventually found in the relief of poverty. She established a home 
for fallen women, pioneered model housing and strove for sanitary reform. She supported the NSPCC and the RSPCA. She 
built churches and helped the starving people of Ireland by sending them fishing boats and fishing equipment. She regularly 
acted through intermediaries such as Charles Dickens, and often anonymously. She remained unmarried until eventually, 
on February 12th 1881, aged 66, she married an American half her age; an act which drastically changed her finances as she 
effectively forfeited her inheritance. She became known as the ‘Queen of the Poor’ and was described by Edward VII as the 
most remarkable woman in the kingdom after his mother. In the last decade of the 19th century, she spent a good deal of 
time abroad and was often in Paris, however her favourite resort was thought to be Corsica. Angela passed away on De-
cember 30th 1905, aged 91.                                                      
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The Queen Hotel, now the Cedar Court, where much of the action in Precarious 

Fortunes is set 

Georgian Low Harrogate (before the Victorian building boom) where visitors ’took the waters’  



 

 

                

 The Korean War (1950 –1953) – John Whitehouse 
  
As tensions on the Korean peninsula rise almost daily and the Russian Federation adopts a more 
aggressive stance in spreading its sphere of influence, it may now be opportune to look back at the 
last major conflict in the area (over 60 years ago) and speculate on the implications for any future 
confrontation. 
 
Korea was created at the end of World War 2 being split into North Korea, under communist Rus-
sia’s control, and South Korea under the protection of the U.S.A.. The frontier between the two 
was approximately sited on the 38th parallel. On Sunday 25th June 1950, without warning, North 
Korea invaded South Korea. Seven infantry divisions and an armoured brigade (some 90,000 men) 
advanced swiftly towards Seoul, the South’s capital, pushing the defending forces in front of them. 
The defenders numbered some eight divisions, all ill prepared and, unlike their enemy, only lightly 
equipped possessing no artillery, tanks, air support or battle experience. The country was soon 
overrun until only a small enclave around the port of Pusan in the extreme south of the country 
remained in joint Korean/U.S. hands. A defensive perimeter was established and the invaders 
were held at bay, partly as a result of extended lines of communication. 
 
Meanwhile the U.S. was reversing its 
previous policy of non-intervention and 
called a meeting of the U.N. Security 
Council while marshalling its own forces 
to combat the invasion. This change of 
heart was not foreseen by North Korea 
and their Russian allies. Russia boycott-
ed the Security Meeting. The U.N. even-
tually passed a resolution calling on 
member states to support South Korea. 
Sixteen nations responded, the U.S.A. 
the U.K. Australia, South Africa and Bel-
gium being prominent amongst them. In 
reality, the U.S.A. provided virtually 90% 
of the frontline military effort and al-
most 100% of the air support. 
 
A military build-up started in the Pusan bridgehead. The U.S. Air Force, being denied use of the 
Korean air fields, was forced to fly bombing missions from bases in Japan, some 1000 miles dis-
tance in some cases. Jet aircraft were at that time unable to fly such distances while carrying a 
meaningful bomb-load and the inability to loiter over the target area restricted their utility. Hence 
their reliance on WW2 aircraft such as the P 51 Mustang, B 26 Invader and B 29 Superfortress; 
hundreds of which were brought out of post-war storage  to do a most effective job.  The bombers 
continued to be used throughout the war, being eventually transferred to re-taken bases in South 
Korea. In some instances WW2 ammunition was used, which had degraded to the extent that it 
spontaneously exploded in the aircraft magazines. Initially only one US aircraft carrier was availa-
ble for close support plus HMS Triumph. These were soon augmented by four Essex class levia-
thans and a couple of UK light carriers. 
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In Pusan the US was amassing a large force ready to break out but to ease the “pain” a diversionary 
attack was planned. In shades of the Italian campaign a port was selected some 180 miles north of 
Pusan. That port was Inchon and two infantry divisions with naval and air support were tasked with 
taking it and cutting the enemy’s supply lines.  The 8th Army, aided by massive air strikes, would 
break out of Pusan and join up with the Inchon force. It all went as planned.  The North Korean ar-
my was routed and chased north almost to the Chinese border. 
 
That was where it all started to go wrong.  The Chinese were working to a different strategy; invad-
ing North Korea and attacking the UN forces who were forced to retreat southwards in the face of 
human wave assaults outnumbering them 5:1 (approximately 1 million to 200,000). Russian piloted 
MIG 15 fighters were becoming numerous and faring well against the newly arrived F 86 Sabre jets. 
The retreat of the allies continued to the defensive line set up on the 38th parallel but the Chinese 
forces were adept at infiltrating behind the UN lines and the retreat was finally stopped south of 
Seoul. A stalemate ensued with US air power giving the allies just enough momentum to establish a 
defensive position once again on the 38th parallel. Peace negotiations opened in July 1951 but it 
was to be another two years before a truce agreement was signed by the combatants. This was due 
mainly to Chinese insistence that all POWs held by the UN should be repatriated. But many thou-
sands of Chinese and North Korean prisoners wanted to stay in the “west”. The US president even-
tually tired of this impasse, bringing the Chinese back to the table by threatening to “nuke” them. 
The treaty was signed on 27th July 1953.  
 
The cost in materiel was huge. Some 2000 allied aircraft were lost. A high proportion fell to Russian 
supplied radar-controlled anti-aircraft artillery. In terms of human suffering no accurate figures can 
be relied upon. Some sources give total military casualties as 5 million on both sides while civilian 
losses are conservatively put at 3 million. The treatment of UN POWs was brutal. The communists 
did not adhere to the Geneva Convention. 
Food and medical support were in very 
short supply. Men wasted away. Many 
POWs were put to work in mines and 
forced labour camps with aircrew often 
transferred to Russia and Gulags. They 
were never seen again. The numbers de-
clared Missing in Action were dispropor-
tionate and have been listed as dead long 
ago but the scenario of their menfolk pos-
sibly worked to death in a labour camp or 
mine is upsetting to their families who 
cannot attain closure even after 60 years 
and never will do. 
 
As to the future: negotiation is unlikely to work unless accompanied by very large financial, political 
and commercial incentives. The prospect of military action even more brutal and barbaric than pre-
viously experienced is daunting to say the least. Where was the writer when the BBC radio news 
announced peace on 27th July 1953? He was tucking into a plate of breakfast cereal in a boarding 
house in Conway, North Wales at the start of the school holidays. Even at 12 years of age I was re-
lieved to hear that hostilities had finally ceased. 
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MARSTON MOOR AND OTHER BATTLEFIELDS TRUST 

EVENTS 

Thursday May 18th Marston Grange, Long Marston YO26 7PL 7.00pm 

“Politics and Personalities of Marston Moor 1644”; talk by Dr Ismini Pells of The 

Cromwell Association for The Battlefields Trust. £3 Trust Members; £5 non-

members (Includes refreshments). A chance to hear about the battle “in situ”. Ad-

vance booking essential, via https://bookwhen.com/ marstongrange. 

Saturday June 3rd Marston Grange, Long Marston YO26 7PL 10.00am to 

4.00pm 

Battlefield History Day, in association with the Royal Armouries and the National 

Civil War Centre. £32 BT members, £35 non-members, including refreshments and 

lunch. A full day event that offers a rare opportunity to learn about the Battle of 

Marston Moor and the arms and armour of the English Civil War at the site of one 

of its most significant engagements. Advance booking essential, via https://

bookwhen.com/ marstongrange 

Saturday July 1st Marston Grange, Long Marston YO26 7PL 

The final event of the battlefield calendar at Marston Grange for this year takes place on the anniversary weekend 

and is a social history day with academics from all over the country coming together to discuss the background to 

the battle of Marston Moor from their different perspectives.  Areas they will cover will include religion and witch-

craft, the role of women, leadership and lordship and how brother was turned against brother, and medical practic-

es at the time of the battle.  The day will be introduced by former Chairman of the Cromwell Association Patrick 

Little and in the evening there will be a play about the battle being written by local actor Ray Alexander.  Tickets for 

the Social History day cost £30 (£28 BT members) and for the play in the evening cost £15 (£12 BT members), 

which includes interval refreshments. On Sunday 2nd July Dave Cooke will lead a guided walk on the battlefield 

and  the Sealed Knot will be commemorating the anniversary with their usual service at the monument followed by 

the march between Tockwith and Long Marston village Advance booking essential. NB: The July 1st events are not 

yet on the Marston Grange website, but should appear shortly at https://bookwhen.com/ marstongrange 

Sunday June 4th 11.00am 

Battle of Adwalton Moor battlefields walk. 

Military historian and battlefield guide David Cooke will be leading a walk around the Civil War battlefield of Adwal-

ton Moor. A near run thing in which the Fairfaxes came close to defeating a much larger Royalist force, the Parlia-

mentary defeat here and subsequent loss of control in Yorkshire prompted Parliament to ally with the Scots. 

Meet at Drighlington Community Library, near Junction 27 of the M62,(postcode BD11 1JZ) at 11am, Sunday 4th 

June . The walk will take approximately 2 hours and cover approximately 2 miles. 

Free to Trust Members, £5 non-Members. 

Contact name : Louise Whittaker 

Contact email : yorkshire@battlefieldstrust. com  

https://bookwhen.com/marstongrange
https://bookwhen.com/marstongrange
https://bookwhen.com/marstongrange
https://bookwhen.com/marstongrange
mailto:yorkshire@battlefieldstrust.com


 

 

Society Annual Trip 
The trip this year is taking place on Tuesday  July 4th. We are going to Southall Min-

ster. There will also be an opportunity to visit Southhall Workhouse, about half a 

mile away. This is a National Trust property so for non members the cost is £8.65. 

Both places  have refresh-

ments & gift shops. The town 

itself has regency properties 

& heritage trails.  

 

The cost is £16.00. A deposit 

of £5.00 will book your place. 

Friend s are welcome while 

places are still available.  

 

Please contact Christine (on 

01423 862896) or Margaret 

(on 01423 322862).  

Autumn Speakers 

David has been busy arranging the autumn speaker programme so we are 

able to let you know in good time what there is to look forward to.   

Sep 12th         Gavin Holman      Local Musicians – A look at the history of the Brass  
     Band Movement. 
 
Oct  10th          AGM                     Members evening. 
 
Nov 14th         Nick Wilson         The Aldborough Roman Burial – Local farmer Nick  
     Wilson talks about the finding of this tomb on his  
     land and the profound impact that this discovery has 
     had on him. 
 
Dec  12th      Marion Moverley     Christmas Time in Days of Yore – A light hearted              
                                                            exploration of what our ancestors did around the Fes
     tive Season.                                                                     
 

 

 


