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Boroughbridge and District  
Historical Society 

 
Keeping-in-Touch Newsletter, September 2021 

 
     
Chairman’s Comments 
 
It has now been a year and a half since we had to abandon meetings due 
to Covid 19. As I said in the last newsletter, so much has happened since 
then on a local, national and international level. Some of our long-held 
personal freedoms have been limited for the common good and we have 
all had to accept new ways of doing things. We are now living through 
times of major upheaval with the impact of Covid as well as concerns 
about global warming, the withdrawal of American and British forces from 
Afghanistan and continuing debates about inclusion and equality.    
 
Despite this turbulent background, many aspects of normality are 
nevertheless returning and so BDHS committee has decided to 
recommence meetings in the autumn. With the majority of people in the 
country now double vaccinated and guidance from the government 
indicating groups such as ours can meet, providing sensible measures are 
taken to protect participants, we feel the time is right to begin meeting 
again. Of course, it is for each member of the society to decide whether 
they feel able to come to meetings. I realise there will be people vulnerable 
because of underlying health issues who will not feel able to attend but 
there will be others who welcome the opportunity to socialise once again.  
 
For those who feel able to join us, we look forward to seeing you at the 
AGM in September. To those unable to attend, our thoughts are with you.   
 
Peter               

_______________ 
 
 

Meetings Autumn 2021 
 

The meetings will take place on the second Tuesday of each month, at 
7.30 pm in the Jubilee Room, above the library. As we are uncertain about 
how many members will feel able to return in September, we have decided 
to keep the first few meetings ‘in-house’ rather than using external 
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speakers. We will decide on the sense of inviting visiting speakers once 
we see how many people are attending.  
 
For now, therefore, the planned programme is as follows: 
 

 
September 14th   Annual General Meeting (including a quiz on the history 

of Boroughbridge led by Mike Tasker)  
 
October 12th  John Winn: Votes for Men (the story of how working-

class men were enfranchised)   
 
November 9th  To be finalised after the AGM 
 
December 14th     To be finalised after the AGM 
 

                               
 

History, History, History 

 
To get us in the mood for meeting again, Linda Dooks has submitted some 
wise and thoughtful quotations on History………… 
 
Oliver Wendell Holmes 
"A page of history is worth a pound of logic." 
 

William Shakespeare 
"There is a history in all men's lives." 

 
George Santayana 
"History is always written wrong, and so always needs to be rewritten." 
 

Ghandi 
“To believe what has not occurred in history will not occur at all, is to 

argue disbelief in the dignity of man." 
 
Abraham Lincoln 
“Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history." 
 

Sarah Drewitt 
"It does seem so pleasant to talk with an old acquaintance who knows 
what you know. I see so many new folks nowadays who seem to have 
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neither past nor future. Conversation has got to have some root in the 
past, or else you have got to explain every remark you make, and it 

wears a person out." 
 
Cicero 
“Not to know what has been transacted in former times is to be always a 
child. If no use is made of the labors of past ages, the world must remain 
always in the infancy of knowledge." 
 

Otto von Bismarck 
“The main thing is to make history, not to write it." 

 
_____________________ 

 

               Battle of Boroughbridge 1322 

 

As many of you will know next year is the 700th anniversary of the Battle 

of Boroughbridge. 

Over the last year members of the committee have been working with 

the Battlefields Trust, the local Parish Councils and Miller Homes on 

designing a battlefield trail complete with explanatory display boards. 

We have just heard in the last few weeks that thanks to the Miller 

Homes development at Milby (and the planning permission agreement) 

funding for the Battlefield Trail is now with the Battlefield Trust. This 

means we can begin work on finalising the design of the boards and 

seek planning permission for their installation early in 2022. 

There will be five boards at specific points illustrating the action of the 

battle. An artist’s impression prepared by Chris Rock from the Battlefield 

Trust is provided on page 4.  

After several zoom meetings our next joint meeting will hopefully be face 

to face to review text and design and to look at quotations for production 

and installation. 2022 will also see Boroughbridge Town Council’s plans 

to install lighting on the bridge hopefully come to fruition and a possible 

Firework display may be held in celebration of the 1322 battle. In 

commemoration, the Battlefield Trust also hope to present a guided tour 

of the 1322 Battlefield site early next year.   

For more information on the 1322 Battle visit the Battlefields Trust 

Website at www.battlefieldstrust.com 

https://www.battlefieldstrust.com/
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Likely appearance of display boards about the battle 
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Bedale Leech House 

 

One impact of Covid has been a massive increase in the number of Brits 
holidaying in the U.K rather than flying off to sunnier climes. We have 
even started using the term ‘staycation’ to describe holidays spent in 
one’s home country.  

 

If more people begin to show an interest in our country’s rich history as a 
result this will be a good thing. Local history can provide a gateway into 
a nation’s history. After all, you don’t have to look far before some 
interesting or unusual building catches your eye and Yorkshire is 
especially rewarding in this respect. This brings me to a small building 
many of you may be familiar with already; the Bedale Leech House.   

 

In ancient Greece and 19th-century Europe, leeches were the 
predominant medical device for bloodletting, a procedure by which 
practitioners sought to help balance the body's "humors" (phlegm, blood 
and bile) by simply allowing the subject to bleed for a bit. Bloodletting 
was prescribed to treat a variety of conditions, from a black eye, 
headache and fever to obesity and melancholia.   

 

Although many people might find the idea of using leeches for 
treatments repellent, they are still being used today to help heal skin 
grafts, the process for treating burns in which blood tissue is transferred 
from one part of the body to another, by removing blood pooled under 
the graft and restoring blood circulation in blocked veins. They've also 
been used in reattaching fingers and other body parts.  

 

To feed, a leech attaches itself to a human or animal through suckers at 
each end of its body and then eats its host's blood. Leeches produce a 
natural anticoagulant or blood thinner, which keeps the blood in them 
from thickening and clotting and allows them to stay mobile. The 
anticoagulant is useful to patients in a grafting or reattachment 
procedure. A doctor attaches a leech to the skin near the graft or 
reconnected digit. As the leech feeds, it releases the blood thinner into 
the patient's soft tissue, preventing clotting and allowing for continuous 
blood circulation, which is necessary for the procedure to be 
successful.   
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The late Georgian Bedale Leech House is a unique example of a 
building constructed to keep live medicinal leeches healthy prior to their 
sale by the local apothecary to doctors and private individuals for the 
purpose of blood-letting as a medical procedure to cure or prevent a 
variety of illnesses and diseases 

 

 
 

The leech house is a small brick built and castellated structure, 
measuring 10.7 feet (3.25 m) by 10.1 feet (3.07 m), which stands on the 
bank of the Bedale Beck. It was restored by the Bedale District Heritage 
Trust in 1985 and sits in a quarter of an acre of gardens. It was built by 
an apothecary on the estate of the Beresford-Pierse family of Bedale 
Hall in the late 18th century and was used for storing leeches until the 
early 1900s. 

 

The leeches were kept in special containers 
of moist turf and moss and a flow of fresh 
water from the Bedale Beck was diverted 
through the building. A fireplace provided 
heat to ensure the containers and the 
leeches within did not freeze in 
winter. Specialized and often very ornate 
'Leech Jars' with a secure lid and small 
pierced air holes were used for the storage 
of leeches in the apothecary's shop. Feeding 
was not usually necessary as leeches can 
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survive for lengthy periods, up to a year, between meals.  

 

The leeches were collected using either horses or, frequently, the legs of 
the leech collector. A leech was removed after it had taken a full meal of 
blood. Bogs and marshes were the best collecting areas; the Lake 
District had particularly suitable sites.  

 

Although women were usually leech collectors, at Bedale, George 
Thornton was the leech gatherer. He was employed by Mr. Bellamy a 
local apothecary. Special pewter boxes were developed into which the 
leeches were placed once sold.  

 

 
 
 
 
 


