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Boroughbridge & District 
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Summer Programme 

Tuesday, 11th April   

   True Life Tales of Tudor York - Tony Morgan 

 Tuesday, 9th May 

The Markenfields of Markenfield Hall - Janet Senior  

Tuesday, 13th June 

The British Soldier in the Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902  

  Chris Tapster 

Tuesday, 11th July  

Coronation Myth, Majesty and Music 

David Winpenny 

 

A HISTORY OF BOROUGHBRIDGE 

  

Copies can be bought at monthly BDHS 

meetings and at Pybus Newsagents 



 

 

I cannot believe it is over a year 
since we were celebrating the 700th 
anniversary of the Battle of Borough-
bridge in 1322. The event was a 
huge success and as some of you 
may already know it has been recog-
nised with an award from the Battle-
field Trust. Linda Dooks was invited 
by the Trust to the AGM at the Civil 
War Centre in Newark, on Saturday 
25 March as a guest of Louise Whit-
taker, a Trustee Board member. To 
Linda’s delight the 700th Anniversary 
of the Battle of Boroughbridge had 
been awarded, ‘The Presidents 
Award for Battlefield Investigation 
and Interpretation’. Linda collected 
the framed certificate on the project 
groups behalf. Well done to all those 
involved in the project. 

A project we are planning to work on 
over the next year involves a docu-
ment that has recently come to light, 
‘Survey of Boroughbridge 1611’ 
which was discovered at Nottingham 
University. The handwritten docu-
ment in 17th Century English, which 
is quite difficult to read, has been 

transcribed very kindly for us by 
Joyce Evans, a local historian. Some 
of the street and place names are fa-
miliar to us today, Fishergate, Market 
Place, (Little) Roecliffe Lane and 
some are not, Walkergate, Mick-
legate, Briggate. It also lists all the 
burgage properties, that is all the 
male residents that were entitled to 
vote, their names and street names. 

The plan is to build on this infor-
mation, try and create a map of the 
town at the time and find out more 
information about the residents and 
places. Hopefully, we can update you 
on progress over the coming year.  

An upcoming date for your diary for 
those who might be interested - Be-
dale Archaeology & History Society 
have invited our members to a guid-
ed historical tour of Bedale, on Tues-
day 4th July at 7.30pm, meeting out-
side Bedale church. This is a return 
visit following the Bedale’s group 
successful historical tour of Borough-
bridge last year. 

Peter Audsley  

N o t e s  f r o m  t h e  C H A I R M A N  
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   The Studley Royal C18th Water Gardens 
 

Mike Bevington 
 

In January Mike Bevington from the National Trust gave a presentation on the C18th Water Gardens at Studley 
Royal. His detailed talk also included much about the Fountains Estate and the families associated with it.  
 
From 1180 the Studley Royal Estate, with the village of Studley Magna (which has long since disappeared) was 
owned by Richard de Aleman, the first known Lord of the Manor. From 1452 until 1966 the estate remained in the 
same family, or their descendants, though through marriage the family name changed. From 1452 the owners 
were ten generations of the Mallory family and from 1667, the Aislabies, who landscaped the park and in the early 
part of the eighteenth-century created the Water Gardens.  
 
John Mallory was a military man. He was Colonel of a Royalist Regiment of Foot and defended Skipton Castle be-
tween 1642 and 1645. He was knighted for his support of the Crown. John had huge debts after the Civil War and 
was forced to borrow very large sums of money. When he died, aged 42, his son William, aged 9, inherited the es-
tate. His mother and other administrators were responsible for looking after the estate for him until his 21st birth-
day, but he died aged 19 so he never fully owned it.  
 
William’s three sisters, Mary, Elizabeth and Jane, then inherited the estate in equal shares. Mary married George 
Aislaby in 1662, so they jointly owned her shares on marriage. Elizabeth accused a friend, Mary Wade of witchery 
towards her. At the subsequent Studley Witch Trial, Mary Wade was acquitted. The scandal which followed, forced 
Elizabeth to sign her shares over to George and Mary. Jane was accused of precipitating a duel which led to 
George’s death. Consequently, she was persuaded to give up her shares for her dowery.  
 
The Aislabie story makes for interesting reading: George Aislabie inherited Studley 
when he married Mary Mallory in 1667 but was killed in a duel with Sir Jonathan Jen-
nings, in York. His eldest son, George, then inherited the estate. He was responsible 
for the majority of the development of the Water Gardens. John died in 1742 and his 
son, William, then inherited the estate and continued to develop the gardens, includ-
ing the Valley of the Seven Bridges and The High Ride. He also developed the wood-
land garden at Hackfall, near Grewelthorpe, which is now owned by the Woodland 
Trust. 
 
John Aislabie became the Tory MP for Ripon in 1695 (he built the obelisk on Ripon 
Market Square). He held several positions in Parliament and in 1718 he was the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. In 1720, he accepted a £25,000 bribe to promote the 
Bill for the South Sea Trading Company through Parliament. After this collapsed (the 
South Sea Bubble) he was found guilty of fraud and corruption, expelled from Parlia-
ment, fined £45,000, spent two years in The Tower and disqualified from holding pub-
lic office for the rest of his life. (After the disgrace of his father, William Aislabie be-
came the MP for Ripon in 1721 and served until his death in 1781.) John had houses 
in Grosvenor Square, London and at Waverley in Surrey. However, on his release 
from the Tower, he returned to Yorkshire to devote his time to developing the Water Gardens.  
 
In the early years a local man, John Simpson, was in charge of construction, working with Aislabie’s head garden-
er. Their working relationship was not successful, so Simpson was replaced by Robert Doe. Doe was not exclu-
sively tied to Studley but he worked there for the next 40 years.  
 
Commander Clare Compton, who lived at Newby Hall, bought the Studley estate in 1923. On marriage to Lady Do-
ris Lennox, the daughter of the Duke of Richmond, he adopted the name Vyner, his mother ’s maiden name. Two of 
his children, Elizabeth and Charles died during WW2 and his son Henry inherited the estate. In 1966 the estate 
was sold to pay off gambling debts which had been incurred by the youngest son, Henry Vyner at the Clermont 
Club “where gentlemen could ruin themselves as elegantly and suicidally as did their ancestors 300 years ago". 
 
Broadland Properties, a Scarborough based investment company, owned by John Guthrie, owner of Hever Castle, 
bought the estate and subsequently sold it to West Riding County Council. In1974 the estate passed to NYCC 
when the county boundaries changed. In1983 NYCC sold the estate to the National Trust for £190,000. The Na-
tional Trust set up a working partnership with English Heritage. In 1986 the whole estate was granted the status of 
a World Heritage Site of Outstanding Natural History & Beauty. Whilst this was granted mainly for the gardens, the 
abbey (which was described as “A Folly”), was included as part of the enscription: “ This is a true masterpiece of 
human creative genius”. 

John Aislabie 
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The Water Gardens were designed to Impress, Entertain, Tease and Tantalise 
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Restoration work on the water garden lake was undertaken in 2009-2010     



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

p a g e  6 

 

Tokens of Love: A History of Love, Marriage and Separation 

Andrew Wager  

Appropriately on February 14th Andrew Wager, 

chairman of Kirk Hammerton History Society, gave 

a presentation to BDHS members entitled ‘Tokens 

of Love: A History of Love, Marriage and Separa-

tion’.  This very wide-ranging talk encouraged us to 

think about evidence of love in the past. Mention 

was made of sources available to historians such 

as love graffiti, photos, newspaper reports, church 

marriage records, letters, cards etc.  

Names carved into the rocks above Ilkley are an 

example of love graffiti. Some of the dates go back 

to the C19th.  This practice remains with us today.  

Some teen couples still record their love on tree 

trunks, park benches and the like. As in times gone 

by, this is  much to the annoyance of the older 

generation who regard these shows of affection as 

vandalism.     

Many older properties have carved stones em-

bedded above their doors, indicating the mar-

riage of two people through the initials dis-

played.  The example in the picture is from Tat-

ham in Lancashire and celebrates the family 

home of Bryan Waller and Elizabeth Pearson 

who married in 1672. Andrew explained how he 

had researched initials displayed on a property 

in Kirk Hammerton, as the current owners did 

not know their origin.   

It was also common for wealthier families in the 

1600s to have brass, wooden and pewter uten-

sils made with the married couple’s initials in them. Andrew showed us comments from the period 

where much had been made of the need for the female initial to appear below the male initials ‘as 

her proper and fittest place’! 

Probably the oldest surviving Valentine's Day letter in the English language was written by Margery 

Brews to her fiancé John Paston in February 1477. Such letters endured until Valentine’s Day cards 

became popular. The earliest printed card from 1797 can be seen in York Museum. Cards began to 

proliferate as mass production took off. The sending of such cards remains to this day, not yet 

usurped by e-mail and e-cards.     

  



 

 

Tokens of love have been given over the centuries and in earlier times there was clear guidance 

for the better-off on what might be acceptable as an offering of love. The 1641  Farming and Ac-

count Books of Henry Best, of Elmswell, in the East Riding state, “the third time he [the courting 

man] visiteth, hee perhaps giveth her a tenne shilling peece of gold, or a ringe of that price; or 

perhaps a twenty shilling peece, or a ringe of that price; then the next time, or next after that, a 

payre of gloves of 6s. 8d. or 10s a payre; and after that, each other time, some conceited toy or 

novelty of less value”. 

 

In the 1700s and 1800s coin sized 

love tokens were common, especial-

ly among the less well-off, and there 

remain approximately 5000 exam-

ples of love tokens in public and pri-

vate coin collections in England and 

Wales; the majority date from 1700-

1856. The suitor typically erased 

most of one side of a coin, to enable 

the engraving, then bent the coin to 

prevent its use as money These tiny 

objects are markers of people’s 

lives. Love tokens marked expected 

events such as birth and betrothal. 

They also marked unexpected 

events such as imprisonment. An In-

spector of Prisons report on Newgate prison  from 1836 states, “the prisoners amused them-

selves here by making leaden hearts, and grinding the impressions off penny pieces then pricking 

figures or words on them, to give to their friends as memorials”.  

Perhaps the saddest tokens of all are of two kinds: those given by people transported to Austral-

ia for what we would now see as minor offences; those left with children handed over to the 

Foundling Hospital because parents could not afford to feed them.    

In the 1800s lace and silk products with messages of love and affection became popular as to-

kens of love. With industrialisation, lace embellished cards were soon being mass produced.    

Thank you, Andrew, for a very interesting and wide-ranging talk.   
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1789, made from a halfpenny 



 

 

The Dales Dialect Project 

Kathleen McGrath, Project Manager 

 
In March Kathleen McGrath spoke to society members about the Dales Dialect Project.  
 
In 1946 Harold Orton and Eugen Dieth (both dialectologists) devised the now world-famous 
Survey of English Dialects (SED). Between 1948 and 1976 nine intrepid fieldworkers travelled 
across England (to 313 locations) asking 1,300 questions of individuals. Between 1964 and 
1983 the Institute of Dialect and Folklife Studies (IDFLS) operated at the University of Leeds. 
In 2002 the Leeds Archive of Vernacular Culture (LAVC)  was established. Materials from SED 
and IDFLS were rescued from dusty cupboards in the School of English and even the skip! - 
The institute moved to a new, permanent home in the Brotherton Library’s Special Collections. 
In 2018 the Dialect and Heritage Project received £630,000 from National Lottery Heritage 
Fund, Leeds University Alumni donations and five museum partners to share University of 
Leeds’ unique dialect and cultural heritage archives with the nation.  

The Archive contains 2,000+ photographs, 900+ audio recordings, responses to the SED’s 
1,300 questions on everyday objects and ways of life asked in 313 different locations around 
England, word, pronunciation and grammar maps, fieldworkers’ notebooks and newspaper 
cuttings on a wide variety of topics. There are also 220 studies of domestic and rural life, local 
trades, beliefs and customs e.g. cheese-making, farming, coopering, games, witches' stones 
and pace eggs.   
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Stanley Ellis, with tape recorder and microphone, mock-interviewing informant Mr. Tom Mason of 

Addingham Moorside (near Ilkley, West Yorkshire), outside Mr. Mason's home.  



 

 

In the Survey of English Dialects (1946-1978) 313 (mainly rural) village locations were visited. 

In North Yorkshire, they went to: Melsonby, Stokesley, Skelton, Egton, Dent, Muker, Askrigg, 

Bedale, Borrowby, Helmsley, Rillington, Burton-in-Lonsdale, Horton-in-Ribblesdale, Grassing-

ton, Pateley Bridger, Easingwold, Gargrave, Spofforth and York. Tape recordings were made at 

several of these sites and Kathleen shared one of them with us.   

Those interviewed were predominantly natives from rural communities, with preference being 

given to those who had spent little or no time away from their home village, to males (who were 

less inclined to correct their speech) and to those who were intelligent and had a good set of 

teeth(!).  

Members were invited to get involved in the current Heritage Project in various ways: 

• Explore our collections and 

contribute to our dialect research 

online through our new website: 

dialectandheritage.org.uk  

• Fill out our mini dialect sur-

vey, contribute your dialect 

words, and tell us more about 

the words you use and where 

they come from.  

• Follow us on Twitter - 

@DialectHeritage  

• Email: dialectandherit-

age@leeds.ac.uk 

• Transcribe dialect record-

ings  

 

 

 

Following the presentation, members discussed the ways in which words from their childhoods 

had endured or disappeared and also how different words were used for everyday items in dif-

ferent areas.  
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Bill Hewison, (born 1871), standing in the doorway of his home in 

Bedale, 1952.  
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Arthur Buck the Blacksmith in Horsefair Boroughbridge  (1902-1992) 

David Barley 

Most “locals” from the Boroughbridge area who were born before, during, or in the decade 

after The Second World War can recall Arthur Buck working in the blacksmith’s shop on Horse-

fair. 

This was a time when farming in the UK was in the process of rapid change. Until the 1930’s 

horses had been the main sources of power to work the land. This changed dramatically dur-

ing the Second World War when many tractors came from the USA under the 1941 Land-Lease 

Act. Agricultural records from 1941 show that most farmers in our area owned one tractor in-

variably a Standard Fordson. This was used for ploughing and other heavy work. However 

horses and carts were still being used for carrying from field to farm. Consequently the ser-

vices of a blacksmith were still required, but not to the same extent.  

The 1871 census shows Arthur’s grandfather, William (46) - born 1825, as living at Milby 

working as a blacksmith with wife Mary (47), who was born in Scotland, and five children: Jo-

seph(12); Frederick(8); Ann(6); Francis(4); and Arthur(1). 

The 1881 census shows William (56) living at Milby with wife Mary (57) and three children: 

Francis (14); Arthur (11); and Mary (8). Francis is “our Arthur’s” father and is recorded as a 

blacksmith aged 14, presumably working as an apprentice to his father.  

The 1891 census shows William (60) has now moved to Boroughbridge with wife Mary (62) 

and their youngest son Arthur (21), also shown as a blacksmith. Francis, “our Arthur’s” father 

is not living at Boroughbridge but at Scarborough. In the 1891 census he is recorded as a 

blacksmith, 24 years old, “living in” with a Francis and Mary Newton, aged 54 and 53. Francis 

Newton is also a blacksmith living at Forge House, Waterhouse Lane, Scarborough.                                             

 The 1901 census shows: Francis(34); wife Elizabeth(29); and three children; William(7); Annie

(4); and Fred(1). “Our Arthur”, was born one year later in 1902. It would seem that Francis has 

moved back to Boroughbridge. It would also appear that William Buck(71) and his housekeep-

er Mary Fenwick(72) are also living in another property in Horsefair.  

The 1911 census shows: Francis(44); his wife Elizabeth(39); and four children William(17); An-

nie(14); Fred(11); and “Our Arthur”(9),  also Albert Gough(22), who is recorded as an assistant 

blacksmith.  

After the Second World War when there were fewer horses, Arthur diversified into general met-

alwork: repairing; making; and sharpening items; and making ornamental house gates with flo-

ral leaf designs etc. He made the weathervane on the top of the fountain in St James’s Square 

and the weathercock on Boroughbridge Church Tower.                                                                  

Arthur was a well-known character in the community with many interests. He was a musician 

playing the euphonium in the Boroughbridge Brass Band, and also the fiddle in a dance band - 

hence his nickname “Fiddler Buck”. He was a part- time fireman and played cricket for Bor-

oughbridge, later becoming an umpire. Arthur closed the Smithy in the 1960’s and until retire-

ment worked for the West Riding County Council at Starbeck in the workshop repairing                                         
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vehicles and equipment. 

From the family tree shown below it can be seen that Arthur’s father, Francis, and also his 

grandfather, William, were both born at Milby, and could possibly descend from a long line 

of blacksmiths. 

An extract from an 1855 map is also shown below with “The Smithy” arrowed in red, on Tin-

kler Lane. This is the lane leading from the village of Milby to Milby Lock and the River Ure. I 

believe that there is a strong possibility that the blacksmith at Milby would not only look 

after the local farmers’ horses, but also the horses of the bargees on the river.                                            

The old smithy has since been demolished and is now a private house. 

There is also the possibility of a landing on the river at Milby. It should be mentioned that 

when I was a boy the “locals” who were on holiday from work but not going away, when 

asked “Where are you going on holiday”, would reply, “We’re going for a week to Milby 

Docks”. Is there any truth in this anecdote?   

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Buck Family Tree 

1855 Map of Milby showing 

Tinkler Lane and The Smithy                
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Arthur Buck shoeing a horse 

on Horsefair  -  1935  

Smithy on Horsefair  -  1950s   

The Old Smithy on 

Horsefair - 2022                



 

 

 

 

Battlefield Trust Award 

I attended the Battlefield Trust AGM at the Civil War 
Centre in Newark as a guest of Louise Whittaker and 
was surprised and delighted to find  the 700th anni-
versary Boroughbridge battle project group had been 
awarded “The Presidents award for battlefield  inves-
tigating preservation and interpretation” which I was 
happy to collect on the project team’s behalf. 
 
Linda Dooks 
 
 

 
 

BDHS Minutes of the committee meeting held at Holly Bank on Tuesday January 17th 2023 

Present: Peter Audsley (Chairman), David Bellfield, David Barley, Jackie Akers, Peter Fleming, Mike Tasker, John Winn 

The minutes for the meeting held on 27th September 2022 were approved  

Matters arising: The Boroughbridge Primary School 90th anniversary celebrations will be held in May. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

There is £1865 at the bank and £217 in petty cash. There are 42 members of whom 35 have paid. Agreed that a half year 
subscription of £10 should be made available. 

Secretary’s Report: 

Contact had been made by  

1. Heritage Consultant Tiffany Snowden, who specialises in buildings archaeology, offering a range of topics for talks. Da-
vid Barley to keep reference on file. 

2. Philip Monaghan who is related to the Bickerdyke family of Brampton Hall. 

3. Glenys Price Treasurer of the Olicanian Society Ilkley reporting a drop in their membership post pandemic 

The exhibition in the library in May to be discussed at next meeting.  

Guided Walk Board to replace the one outside the tourist office is now ready for use but must wait for permission to use 
the new NYCC logo.  

Archive Project Group: the chairman reported that this is going well. Lots of material had been received from Marjorie 
Ashworth’s estate. There would be no meetings in April (Good Friday) and May (Coronation). The Joyce Evans transcrip-
tion of the 1611 survey could generate a lot of work.  

AOB:  

The reciprocal visit to Bedale will be on July 4th. 

The visit of the Hartlepool U3A was confirmed for May 11th. There will be a group of about 20.  

Very few copies of ‘A History of Boroughbridge are left. To print another 100 copies would cost approximately £900. 
Agreed that Mike should get a quote for another 50. The leaflets are proving very popular at The Crown Hotel.  

David Barley will run a stall at the Aldborough Show (date to be confirmed) 

Date of next meeting: April 18th at 7:00 pm 

 
 

PAGE13  

Society Business 
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Lastingham Crypt 

For this edition of our newsletter I have included a few words on another jewel in North 

Yorkshire’s crown, the Crypt at Lastingham St. Mary’s.    

Lastingham is located three miles north of Kirby Moorside. The church of St. Mary’s, 

Lastingham, was founded as a monastery in AD654 and built for the first time in stone in 

AD725. The apse and chancel was rebuilt for the second time in 1078 for the Benedictine 

Order, permission having been given by William the Conqueror.  

 The crypt is reputed to be the burial place of St Cedd, the first abbot of the monastery, 

who died of the plague in 644. It is considered a veritable jewel of peace and tranquillity, 

unique for the period having an apse, chancel and two aisles. Perhaps surprisingly, cock 

fighting is recorded as having taken place in the crypt during the C18th.   

The church is usually open in daylight hours (www.lastinghamchurch.org.uk).    

Peter Fleming 

 

The Crypt 



 

 

The pillar with snakes is thought to date 

from the C10th.   

Lastingham St. Mary’s  


