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Wishing all our members a very Happy New 

Year and hope you had a Happy Christmas. 

We’ve had another good year. The monthly 

meetings continue to be very well attended, 

with both new members and visitors that come 

along for a talk that may be of specific interest 

to them. 

My thanks go to all the committee members 

who work hard behind the scenes, to keep the 

Boroughbridge & District Historical Society a 

success. 

We had a quieter year than 2022, when it had 

been full on, organising the 700th anniversary 

of the 1322 Battle of Boroughbridge, with the 

Battlefield Trust. The five battle information 

boards are now all in place around the town, 

detailing the battle events at the various loca-

tions.  

An interesting project we hope to develop over 

the coming year is based around a document 

discovered at the Nottingham Archives, ‘Town 

Survey of Boroughbridge 1611’. The hand-

written document in italic 17th century English 

style, has been kindly, painstakingly transcribed 

by Joyce Evans, a local historian. The document 

lists all the burgage properties, i.e. those 

whose male residents were entitled to vote, it 

names streets, including Briggate, Micklegate, 

Walkergate, Little Rockcliffe, and also Tutlad 

and Jugan/Jergen bridges over the Tut. The 

document reveals so much about the town at 

the time of James I. The next part of the re-

search is to try and discover a map of the town, 

detailing the street and property locations, 

Micklegate for example is thought to be the 

High Street today, Fishergate is mentioned, 

which still exists today.  

The next talk on Tuesday 9th January 2024, is to 

be presented by Jackie Glew, titled ‘The Ex-

traordinary Tale of the Castle Riot: 

Knaresborough 1865’. Jackie is the author of a 

book of the same title, reveals the forgotten 

story of the ‘riot’ in Victorian Knaresborough, 

with jail, death, and redemption.  

Peter Audsley 

N o t e s  f r o m  t h e  C H A I R M A N  
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B D H S  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  
 

September’s meeting was used for the society’s AGM, followed by a short talk from David Bellwood.   

The minutes of the meeting appear below, and a summary of David’s talk can be found on pages 4-5. 

Minutes 

Apologies were received from Adrienne Bellwood, Elaine Smiles, David Davis, Linda Dooks, Peter Flem-

ing, Margaret Audsley 

There were no issues arising from the minutes of the 2022 AGM.  

Chairman’s Report: Peter reported on a quieter year than 2022 when our efforts had been concentrat-

ed on the anniversary of the battle of Boroughbridge. He thanked David Barley for arranging a very in-

teresting and varied range of speakers throughout the year. 

Visits had been made to Sandel (Wakefield) and Bedale. A group from Hartlepool U3A had visited Bor-

oughbridge and enjoyed a guided tour and hospitality so much that they have expressed a wish to re-

turn in 2024.  

The society had been represented at Aldborough and Boroughbridge Show on July 23rd where, despite 

wet weather, there had been a good attendance. David Barley and David Bellwood were thanked for 

representing the society at the event.  

Treasurer’s Report: Jackie reported a balance of £911:47 at the bank as of August 16th and £166:09 in 

petty cash. There are 41 members and visitors had contributed £138:00. Room hire costs were £422, 

speakers’ fees £374 and bank charges £64.  

A donation of £50.00 had been made to Friends of Roman Aldborough to assist with visits of primary 

school children. Donations had been received from Phillip Monaghan (DKL) £15 and Will Swales (Crown 

Hotel) £100. A reprint of 50 books had cost £554 and income from sale of books brought in £210.  

Secretary/Archivist’s Report: David had received many enquiries from non-members on family and lo-

cal history issues. Archive meetings had resumed and a document concerning the history of the town in 

1611 had been transcribed by Joyce Evans. Members are invited to the next archive meeting in October. 

Major improvements had been made to the members’ area of the website. 

The chairman thanked the committee for their support during his first year in office. The re-election of 

the committee was proposed by Arthur Unitt and seconded by Mike Tasker. Carried. It was agreed that 

there would be no change in fees.  

The 2024 AGM will be held on 10/09/2024. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Great Massingham  

At the AGM David Bellwood gave an interesting talk on Great Massingham.  

Great Massingham is maybe not a typical Norfolk village. It’s village green is vaster than any other in 
the county, not only occupying the central area of the village, but also extending into a series of auxil-
iary greens alongside the Weasenham Road. It also has five ponds, 2 big ones in the centre, and 3 
smaller ones in the extensions.  
 
The village once had a priory, a railway, and an RAF station, all now defunct. 
It was because of the priory that the village now has all these ponds. The Augustinians founded it in 
about 1260, and probably dug the ponds to make sure of a supply of fish. By Norfolk’s standards, it 
was a rather modest priory, and was already winding down long before Henry VIII finished off the 
job. 70 years before the dissolution, the building was becoming so dilapidated that it was amalga-
mated with nearby Westacre priory and reduced to just a skeleton staff of two canons and two poor 
brethren.  
 
There is a recorded visit to the priory by King Edward I on March 29th 1302 on his way to the shrine in 
Walsingham. Some of the original priory stonework can still be seen in Abbey House, a handsome 
property overlooking the green and the ponds.  
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Old Massingham  

Picturesque Massingham Today 
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The railway arrived in 1879. The station was actually a mile out of the village, in Little Massingham, and was 
just called ‘Massingham’ and served both villages. It was a rather obscure little line at the best of times, 
linking Kings Lynn and Fakenham, but with only a few small villages inbetween. There was a flurry of activi-
ty in WW2, when the RAF had an aerodrome on Massingham Heath. But when the war ended, the RAF de-
parted, and eventually Dr Beeching closed it down. 
 
RAF Massingham started life in September 1940 as a satellite grass airfield to RAF West Raynham just a 
couple of miles away. Crews 
slept at West Raynham and 
cycled over every morning. It 
had 3 runways, in addition to 
Blenheims, Mosquitoes & Bos-
tons were all based at 
Massingham. In April 1944 RAF 
Massingham was upgraded 
with concrete runways. Accom-
modation was also added to 
house aircrew and up to 800 
ground personnel. The site 
was sold in 1958, one of the 
first ex RAF airfields to be dis-
posed of in this way, and alt-
hough it is now farmed the 
runways are still used by light 
aircraft. Visiting aircraft are allowed with prior permission.  
 
 
Although Great Massingham has lost the monks, the trains and the planes, it still has two other Norfolk 
features, some splendid rows of old flint cottages, and a massive medieval church. The parish is mentioned 
in the Domesday report of 1086, but no reference is made to a church or priest. Less than 100 years later 
there were 2 churches in the Village, St Mary’s and All Saints, but there are no traces of All Saints now. 
 
The church represented the focal point of village life for hundreds of years, and would have been used for 
various meetings other than religious occasions. For example the extremely large porch, which was added 
to the building around 1300, and was used as a school room. Sir Robert Walpole, England’s first Prime Min-
ister in 1720 was educated in this “school room” as a young boy. His descendants still live in Houghton 
Hall, which is just 3 miles north of Great Massingham. 
 
Only one shop and pub survive today but not too long ago there was a whole range of shops and trades 
carried on within the village. A blacksmiths, butchers, bakers, a general store and as many as 5 pubs – the 
Fox & Pheasant, The Old Swan, the Royal Oak, The New Inn and The Rose & Crown, (now The Dabbling 
Duck) which is the only one still trading. The other pub buildings still exist but have all been converted to 
residential use.  
 
 
 
 
 

RAF Personnel  

RAF Personnel  during WWII 
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 Jet Mining in North Yorkshire 

In October, Chris Twigg gave a presentation to society members on jet mining.  

Iron stone mining was widespread in Cleveland in the 1830s. Blast furnaces lined the River 
Tees, one hundred when the industry was at its height. The main area of activity was Eston. 
The deepest mine was at North Skelton. Much evidence still exists in the landscape of this 
industry but industrial archaeologists are also interested in evidence of much earlier mining 
activity, including jet mining. Jet is formed from fossilised wood, deposited on the sea floor 
some 175 million years ago. When mining for jet there is no distinct ‘jet seam’, the material 
being randomly distributed.  

There is evidence of jet being fash-
ioned into artefacts from long ago.  

In Neolithic times (4000-2500BC) 
jet was used for jewellery with jet 
beads found as far away as the 
Scottish borders.  

In the Bronze Age jet was exported 
to the Isle of Man.  

Jet rings dating from Roman times 
have been found in York.  

The Vikings used jet to make 
charms.    

 

Whitby jet workshops began in 
1808. In 1851 Whitby jet jewellery 
was displayed at the Great Exhibi-
tion. At the height of its popularity 
in the 1850s, 1500 people were 

engaged in the Whitby jet trade in 
200 workshops.  

However, the truth is very little jet 
was mined near Whitby. The 
Chapel Wood mine near Osmoth-
erley was very important for jet 
and the largest mine was around 
Hanging Stone near Hutton, 
where seven kms of tunnels exist, 
believed to have been created in 
just four years of digging.    
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The Noble History of the Half Crown – Four Hundred Years of British  

History in a Coin—Nigel McClea 

Thanks to Peter Audsley for the following summary.  
 
In November, Nigel gave an interesting talk about a coin that many of us over a certain age will remember, the half-crown. He talked about his 
interest in English coinage from being young, and over time particularly the half-crown, which he decided to collect, as it had the longest issue 
of our everyday coinage, almost four hundred years and covering 20 monarchs, as a nearly continuous series. Before the talk, members were 
asked to bring a magnifying glass with them, as examples of coins were going to be passed around for members to look at in detail. 
 
The first half crown, in gold, was introduced by Henry VIII in 1526. He was on his financial uppers due to his extravagance, wars and counter-
feiting that debased the currency. To re-establish the currency on a firm footing, Henry introduced the crown and the half crown. The first 
coins were hammered, a gold blank struck with a hammer on a metal mould that left the impression. One of the ways the coinage had been 
debased in the past was due to small pieces being clipped from coin edges and the silver or gold clippings melted down. To overcome this, 
the first coins to be machine made in Italy milled the coin edge. Milling the edge of the coin was introduced in England in 1561. Queen Eliza-
beth 1 induced chief French coin maker Eloy Mestrelle to come to England. Eloy Mestrelle was born in Paris and by the late 1550s was em-
ployed by the French Mint. He left France in 1559 with his family and settled in London. The reason for his departure is unknown, but it has 
been suggested it was because he was out of favour with his superiors. It is also possible he had participated in counterfeiting and needed to 
leave Paris in a hurry. This suggestion is reinforced by a pardon granted by Elizabeth 1 on 24 March 1561 "for all treasons, felonies and of-
fences committed before 1 March (1559) in respect of clipping or counterfeiting coin". 
 
Mestrelle offered his services to the English Court, and he was authorised by Elizabeth 1 to set up the first coin press in England. Machine 
struck, or milled, coinage was hitherto unknown in England. By June 1560 he was beginning to assemble the material needed for his machin-
ery, and soon started working at the Tower Mint with the mint official William Blunt, to produce coins which met all the necessary stand-
ards. Mestrelle's machinery began producing coins sometime after 8th November 1560, initially producing shillings & groats and half 
groats. During 1561 a number of gold half-pounds and crowns were also minted. His machine methods did not catch on – traditionalists wor-
ried that this new technology would take their jobs. 1563 saw the plague come to London, and the mint was closed from that summer until the 
following spring. Thereafter, minting of silver sixpences and threepences resumed, but little silver came to the Mint and few coins were pro-
duced, either with Mestrelle's machinery or using more traditional methods. 1564 proved even worse, as Mestrelle's machinery broke down, 
and although hammered coin production increased Mestrelle did not resume minting coinage until late 1566. 
 
Mestrelle minted a modest amount of coinage for the next two years until 1st September 1568 when his brother Philip Mestrelle was arrested 
for creating four Burgundian crowns that were counterfeit. At the 12th January 1569 City of London magistrates’ session Philip was convicted, 
and five days later he was hanged at Tyburn. Eloy was also implicated in the scheme, but his role was probably minor since he sought, and 
was granted, a pardon for his actions. Mestrelle was allowed to resume his work at the mint in late 1570, but he was working under considera-
ble restrictions, including being made to work with inferior tools and dies. In October 1577 he was arrested and charged with counterfeiting 
coins. Following his arrest, his belongings were seized, and his family was evicted from his house. As it became clear that a conviction was 
likely, Mestrelle tried to save himself by implicating others supposedly involved with counterfeiting, but the Crown was not satisfied, and he 
was executed in the spring of 1578. This was probably a set up job – but showed what a dangerous business coin making was. The next 
attempt at machine made coins in England had to wait for sixty years, when another Frenchman Nicholas Briot, had to make a hasty exit from 
Paris to England in 1631 due to fraud.  
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henry VIII (1509-47), gold Halfcrown of the Double Rose,  h to left for Henry, K to right for Queen Katharine of Aragon  
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Charles I appointed Briot Master of the Tower Mint. His coins were rather beautiful CHRISTO AUSICE REGNO. The half-crown is now in ster-

ling silver. Briot did quite well until the Civil War when he made a prudent and hasty escape back to France. He died in 1646, for a while milled 

currency died with him. Due to the turmoil of the Civil War, the hammering of coins returned.  

The next attempt at machine making had to wait to the end of the Commonwealth – and a very beautiful coin with a chilling story. The Cromwell 

half-crown was designed by Thomas Simons to orders of Parliament – a forerunner of how our coins look right up to today. The front face, with 

inscriptions, figurehead profile and which way facing. On the reverse – Date – Motto -Shield – Crown. The edge has ‘NISI PERITURUS MIHI 

ADIMAT NEMO’ – Let nobody remove these letters on pain of death. The design was not put into full circulation. After Restoration it became a 

crime to be found in the possession of one, and technically still is today. 

Charles II kept on Simons after the Restoration. Milled coinage was seen as the way forward, inscription on the front, profile facing to the right, 

legend has it turning back on Cromwell. Every successor has adopted the tradition of facing the opposite way. 

As Charles had no legitimate children, his brother James II became king.  

James II (1685 -88) The half-crown obverse with the first draped and laureate bust facing left, the reverse with crowned cruciform shields. 

William III & Mary took the throne (Mary 1689-94 & William 1689-1702), after discussion it was agreed both figures would appear on coinage, 

facing each another, it was thought they looked as though they were arguing. Mary died in1694 of smallpox. 

Anne (1702-14) Still pure silver, there was a shortage of silver- roses and plumes indicate Welsh silver, but that was insufficient ………. 

Anne died childless. 

George I (1714-27) Insisted on all his titles, which was a challenge to the coiner. On the 

obverse and reverse: inscribed Brunvictus et Luneburgus Dux – DUKE OF BRUNSWICK 

AND LUNEBURG, SACRI ROMANI IMPERII ARCHI-THESAVRARIVES ET ELECTOR, 

Arch-Treasurer and Elector of the Holy Roman Arms-Hanover: Along with the following 

symbols, Lions of Hanover & Saxony, White Horse of Westphalia, Electors cap. 

George II (1727-60) made a special issue half-crown coin and had one presented to every 

officer as a celebration of the Battle of Culloden in 1746. 

George III (1760-1820) The theft of Spanish coinage was on an industrial scale, rather 

than melting the coinage down the practice of counter stamping captured Spanish Dollars 

was used. 

By the end of the Napoleonic wars the British economy was in a mess, along with the coin-

age, so it was decided to scrap the lot. The government needed to find a way to stabilise 

the currency and the 1816 Great Recoinage was the first step in the process. This massive 

recoinage programme by the Royal Mint created standard gold sovereigns and circulating 

crowns and half-crowns containing the now famous image of St. George and the Dragon 

by the Mint chief engraver, Italian Benedetto Pistrucci. He was born in Rome in 1783. 

While working in Italy, he gained a reputation as an outstandingly talented gem engraver. 

His fame spread far and wide and he was invited to come to England by the Prince Re-

gent, the son of George III. 

While he was in London, Pistrucci was introduced to William Wellesley Pole, the Master of 

the Mint. Pole commissioned him to create designs for the new gold and silver coins of 

George III. Pistrrucci also went on to engrave the coin portrait of the Prince Regent when 

he became George IV. 

Pistrucci’s initial portrait of George III has become known to collectors as the ‘bull-head 

George’. 

George IV (1820-30) Pistrucci didn’t always get it right. George IV wasn’t pleased with the 

1821 coin design, the laureate head facing left, the reverse of the coin engraved with the 

crown lightly garnished, a quartered shield of arms, rose below, shamrocks to the right 

and thistle to left. The king thought it looked like a fruit salad.  

His replacement engraver was William Wyon. In 1816 he was appointed assistant engrav-

er to the mint, and in 1828 chief engraver. He designed the second and third effigies of 

George IV. The coin obverse is a bare headed king and on the reverse is a crowned and 

mantled shield of arms over a banner. 

William IV (1830-37) The half-crown was the highest denomination issued for William IV, 

it was only issued for four years between 1834-37, on the obverse, the king’s bare head 

facing right, on the reverse a crowned shield over mantle. 
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George II 

George IV 
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Victoria (1837-1901) Victoria became Queen in 1837 after the death of her uncle (William 

IV) who had no legitimate heirs. The Queen had three different coin portraits during her 

reign, the first by William Wyon, minted in 1839. The obverse features the queen facing left, 

the reverse shows a crowned shield with coats of arms, inside a wreath. The next issue in 

1887, the ‘jubilee head’ obverse shows an older Victoria wearing a small crown of India, 

thought to have looked like a tea cosy on her head. The design changed again in 1893, to 

the ‘veiled head’ obverse. The reverse shows a crowned shield with coats of arms inside an 

ornate design, with the date below. 

There were two substantial gaps in the issuing of half-crowns, the first 1753 to the great 

recoinage of 1816. The second 1850 to 1874. Why? Remember the 2/- (two-shilling piece)? 

It was the brainchild of Sir John Bowring, who in 1847 persuaded parliament to experiment 

with decimal coinage. They introduced this coin, very gothic, 1/10th of a pound, names were 

decided, Centum, Decade or Dime, eventually the Florin was chosen, to be known as the 

GODLESS FLORIN. The half-crown was discontinued to popularise the florin, but Victorian 

decimalisation didn’t catch on and the half-crown refused to die, and half-crown coining 

restarted in 1874, in parallel with the florin for the next century.  

Edward VII (1901-10) The kings portrait shows a bare head facing right, and a beautiful, 

crowned shield on the reverse designed by engraver George William De Saulles. Metal – 

sterling silver. 

George V (1910-36) The half-crown of George V was struck from 1911 until 1936. From 1911 to 1919 struck in sterling silver, after WW1 

the price of silver shot up, such that the value of the half crown was over three shillings, the coin was debased 50% sterling silver, 50% 

copper. 

The coin obverse shows the bare head of King George facing left. The reverse shows a crowned shield within garter with the date and 

denomination. The coin obverse designer was Edgar Bertram Mackennal. The reverse designer George Kruger Gray. 

Edward VIII (1936) An ultra rare coin, minted for one of Britain’s shortest ruling monarchs. 

The Edward VIII half-crown was minted but never issued due to his controversial abdication 

and only eight are known to exist, valued at up to £400k. 

George VI (1936-1952) The half-crown obverse engraver, Thomas Humphery Paget, the 

reverse engraver, George Kruger Gray. The obverse shows a bare head of George VI 

facing left, the obverse inscription reads: GEORGIVS VI D: BR: OMN: REX. The reverse a 

large uncrowned quartered concave shield. At the sides, two crowned double G cyphers. 

The reverse inscription reads: FID DEF IND IMP HALF CROWN with year date. 

From 1947 the coin was made of 100% cupronickel, no pretence of silver. 

Elizabeth II (1952-2022) The half-crown was minted from 1953-1967.  The coin obverse 

engraver Mary Gillick, the reverse engraver Cecil Thomas. 

The coin obverse shows the laureate bust of Queen Elizabeth II facing right, the reverse a 

crowned quartered shield of arms, flanked by E and R. 

The era of the half-crown came to an end on Decimal Day, 15th February 1971 

 

Charles III (2022-  ) A commemorative issue of the half-crown was issued to celebrate, ‘The Coronation of King Charles III’ 

The coin obverse - Head of King Charles III, facing left, above the value. Script in Latin, Lettering: Charles III . D . G . REX . f . d GIBRAL-

TAR . 2023 . HALF CROWN. 

The coin reverse – Crowned above cypher of Charles III within Church doorway on pattern and crosses. 

Lettering: CRIII. THE CORONATION OF HIS MAJESTY KING CHARLES III. 06.05.2023 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Victoria Jubilee Head 1887 

Charles III 

Coronation Issue 

George VI 
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A Walk Around Studley Deer Park 

Mike Bevington 

On a dark night in December we were treated to a ‘virtual’ walk around Studley Deer park by 

Mike Bevington. In some detail we were given the history of the site, including information about 

the Estate, the owners of Fountain’s & Studley Royal Estates, the Obelisk & St Mary’s Church, 

Studley House & Stables, the Glacial Valley & Lime Kiln, and the Ice Houses.  

Originally separate estates, after the Dissolution of the Monasteries, the Fountains estate was 

owned by the Gresham, Proctor, and Messenger families. At the same time, the Studley estate 

was separately held by the Mallorie (or Mallory) and then Aislabie families, after the marriage of 

Mary Mallory and George Aislabie. The estates were combined on 22 December 1767, when Wil-

liam Aislabie purchased the Fountains estate from John Messenger. In 1966, the property came 

into public ownership after its purchase by West Riding County Council. In 1983, it was acquired 

by the National Trust. 

The deer park, originally a hunting ground, is home to deer, and a wealth of other flora and fau-

na. At Studley there are three types of deer: Red Deer, Fallow Deer and Sika Deer. John Clerk, vis-

iting in 1738, described how the buck deer moved in a group, so that they "resemble a moving 

forrest [sic]".  

Studley Royal Hall stood in the north-west corner of the park. Originally a medieval manor house, 

it consisted of a main block with forward projecting wings, it burned down in 1716 and was re-

built by John Aislabie. He filled in the centre, to which his son William added a portico in 1762 to 

complete its Palladian appearance. It was altered and developed by the First Marquess of Ripon, 

who created a new entrance hall, a royal suite, and the reorganisation of the domestic service 

areas. He also added a Catholic chapel at the western side of the house in 1878. The house burnt 

down in 1946, and its remains were demolished by the Vyner family, who could not afford repairs 

to it. Its impressive stable block was not damaged and remains standing.  

The obelisk stands at the top of the park; it was built in the early 1700s at the instruction of John 

Aislabie, to enjoy the magnificent view down a grand, tree-lined avenue, leading the eye to Ripon 

Minster (now Cathedral). 

St Mary's Church was built at the top of the park by the architect William Burges and commis-

sioned by the family of the First Marquess of Ripon. The construction of this place of worship was 

prompted by the death of Frederick Grantham Vyner, who was kidnapped and killed in Greece in 

1870. Burges' design demonstrates a move from his favoured Early-French, to an English style. 

Pevsner writes of "a Victorian shrine, a dream of Early English glory." The interior is spectacular, 

exceeding Skelton in richness and majesty. The stained glass is of particularly high quality. St 

Mary's is Burges' "ecclesiastical masterpiece". 

At the south end of the park a bridge can be crossed to take you into a glacial valley. The remains 

of lime kilns from the 1800s and ice houses from the 1700s still exist on the estate.      



 

 

 
 

                                                              

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAGE12  

St Mary’s Church  

The Choristers House can be 

seen in the distance 

The Avenue 

Visitors to Studley today will find 

the view down the avenue to 

Ripon Minster (now Cathedral) 

essentially unchanged  

The Hall 

Damaged beyond affordable 

repair in a fire in 1946 (the fire 

most likely started in a chim-

ney) 
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Ice Houses           

          Ice was collected from natural or artificial freezing-ponds. On the 1830 estate map a 
pond is shown at the bottom of the slope near the ice houses. The pond no longer ex-
ists. The ice, or snow, was tipped or thrown in and levelled out. It was then trampled 
down and hosed down to help freeze it solid, before the whole lot was insulated with a 
layer of sawdust placed on top. 

The Deer Park in Autumn 



 

 

PAGE14  

Society Business 

 

Minutes of BDHS Committee Meeting 

Tuesday 17 October 2023  

In Attendance: P. Audsley, J. Akers, D. Barley, D. Bellwood, P. Fleming, M. Tasker 

Minutes taken by: P. Fleming 

Apologies 

Received from John Winn.                                                     

The minutes from the 18 July 2023 committee meeting  

These were approved.  

Treasurer’s Report 

JA reported the society has £1525.47 in the bank and £242.09 in petty cash. We have 43 members, 30 of 
whom have paid subs.  

Secretary / Archivist’s Report  

D.Be reported the following:  

Enquiry from Colin Anderson would like to know if there is any connection between Kirby Hill, and a battle 
of the Wars of the Roses.  

Communication from Alan Taylor who has a copy roll dated 1614 (11th year of reign of King James), which 

concerns the transfer of one acre of land from "Bartholomeus Catton' to "Willim Gilbtson' and signed by 

the steward. The Manor had an open field system at the time called "Came de Aldburghe' and the acre 

was in the'herkus fielde' and the furlong called 'howkarr'. He can provide a photograph of the roll. He at-

tached the velum roll - it is 10in long and 2in wide – and his translation and commentary. He stated he has 

little knowledge of Latin so his translation probably has errors.  

Linda had an enquiry from Neil Clayton, who runs the little railway along the canal in Ripon. 
He is researching the history of the Ripon Gas Engine Company and understands that Topham Printing 
Press was run by one (possibly Gas Oil). Apparently, it was working until the 1950s but stayed in the build-
ing until the 1980s. Can we shed any light on this? 
 
Enquiry from Phillip Anderson whose mother was stationed in Boroughbridge in WW2 with a parachute 
regiment, she and 8 other girls lived in three bungalows a mile out of the town. She is 98. Can we help 
with information about the bungalows? 
 
Communication from Roger Montgomery  whose family had a trip out to Boroughbridge in (probably) 1923 
and took a couple of photos in Hall Square, sitting on the artillery piece next to the war memorial. He at-
tached a scanned copy of the photograph. Do we know when the gun carriage was removed?  
 
D.Be has provided responses to some of these. It was agreed to investigate any outstanding questions at 
the archive meeting on 17

th
 November.  

 
Scamming risk / computer security 

D.Be asked all to be vigilant due to the volume of scamming taking place online. He recommended always 
stating in our email messages what any attachments we send contain and using ‘blind copy’ when send-
ing emails to society members as a group.   

 

 

                          Cont….. 



 

 

 
 
 
Cont… 
 

Archive project group Friday meetings 

The following was agreed: 

a) Planned resumption date: November 17th 
b) Regular day and time: The Friday that follows the monthly Tuesday BDHS meeting, 2.00 - 4.00 p.m.    
c)   Venue: Jubilee Room 
d) Organization: At the meeting on the 17

th
 enquiries received by the society will be investigated. Also, 

Pauline Barker, who leads the Minskip History Group, has passed four files on Boroughbridge to BDHS; 
these will be looked at on the 17

th
. Work on the 1611 project will be resumed. PA will invite Mark Lear-

mouth to the 17
th
 meeting so plans can be made.  

e) Training / workshop session(s): D.Be will run a training session in the new year to demonstrate how 
to upload material to our website.    

Progress with Crown Hotel history request from Coaching Inns Group 

D.Be agreed to contact Will Swales for an update on progress (Note – this has now been done and a reply 
received to be reported at the next meeting). 

Website 

D.Be reported that web hosting costs were to increase to £60 p.a. from January as our provider has been 
taken over by another company. The committee approved the new package as it was felt it still represented 
good value. 

D.Be explained his ideas for improving the members’ area of our website using Ameka software. The com-
mittee agreed the changes were a good idea as they would make it easier for members to navigate the ma-
terials archived on the site. D.Be and JA are working on a ‘test area’ using Ameka before inviting other com-
mittee members to try it out. 

Any Other Business 

JA reported that the accounts had been passed to Jennifer Renison for audit. We agreed undertaking an 
audit once every three years was sensible.  

PF agreed to update the proforma for capturing contact details of new members.  

PA agreed to print newsletters for the small number of members without email facilities. 

A Tea rota was agreed for Tuesday meetings: November D.Ba., December J.A., January P.F., February 
D.Be.. 

PA thanked fellow committee members for their work in running the society.    

Date of next committee meeting  

7.00 on 16
th
 January 2024 at P.A.’s house. 
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Flamborough Chalk Tower 

This month’s visit to a ‘local’ place or building of historical interest is Flamborough Chalk Tower, al-

so known as the Beacon Tower and Old Flamborough Lighthhouse. Pre-dating what we now call 

lighthouses, this hexagonal structure was built in 1674 during the reign of Charles II and is the old-

est surviving complete lighthouse in England. There are 98 steps to the top. At night the tower was 

made visible to those at sea by a fire being lit on the flat roof (or possibly in a metal basket hanging 

over the parapet).  

The tower was built as a commercial venture with ships expected to pay a fee for safe passage, 

based on the weight of cargoes, when they put into the next harbour. Perhaps not surprisingly, the 

business did not succeed, as mariners simply denied passing the lighthouse or refused to pay. The 

tower’s builder, Sir John Clayton, eventually declared himself bankrupt. The tower fell into disuse 

and its role as a guide to shipping was taken over by the still-active lighthouse at Flamborough 

Head, built in 1806. However, it did continue to be used for signalling and with the invention of the 

telegraph, it was used as a wire station.   

In 1938 it was bought by what was then Bridlington Borough Council, as a buffer against holiday ac-

commodation development on the Head. War broke out soon after and the Royal Observer Corps 

occupied the building to 

keep an eye on enemy 

shipping. It was also an 

early radar research sta-

tion. Since 1952 the 

structure has been a 

Grade II listed building 

and a Scheduled Monu-

ment. In 1996 it under-

went restoration using 

money from English 

Heritage and East York-

shire Council. Like so 

many monuments and 

buildings in the UK, it is 

now looked after by a 

Friends community 

group.    

Peter Fleming 
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Flamborough Chalk Tower 

Height: 24m, Engineer: Sir John Clayton 


